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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information
is on page 2. Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 10. Or just visit our Web www.goldwingaustin.org
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Chapter Meetings
The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval

From the Chapter Director
John & Wanda Osborn
GWRRA IS NOT FUN ANYMORE!
WHAT??
Did I just say that? No, of course not, but I
heard it from a Member recently. My first question was WHY? (I was really thinking: "Do you not enjoy riding anymore?
Have you met your quota of friends?") My next question: "WHY DID YOU
JOIN GWRRA?" This caught them off guard and their answer was "friends
asked us to join!" They added that this began a journey of some of the most
memorable times in their lives. Scrapbook after scrapbook of memories!
"What changed?" I asked. "GWRRA is asking too much of its Members and
taking the fun out." I explained "GWRRA is asking the same thing today as it
did when you joined. We just want you to have fun with friends and ride
safe! You certainly have the option to volunteer and get as involved as you
want or just be a JAM!" YOU are in control of your fun, not GWRRA." Before
long we were all smiles and everything seemed OK after that.
What is GWRRA?? It is you, me and all Members from around the world.
Some with titles, most without, but first and foremost, we are all MEMBERS
of the largest single marquee motorcycle organization in the
continued on page 3
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Chapter O Team

TX District Team

Director
Merchandise Coordinator
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105

Director
Mike & Robin Thacker, 281-686-8892

Assistant Director
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860
Educator
Dave Strebbing 512-750-9418
Secretary/Treasurer
Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350

Assistant Director
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071
Educators
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635
Leadership Training
Cliff & Gillian Allen 214-886-5798

Membership Enhancement
Dawn Sprague, 512-301-3092

MEC Coordinator
2010 COY Coordinator
Steve & Donna VanGlider, 210-391-9495

Ride Coordinator
Ken Burnett, 512-497-1259

2015-2016 COY
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635

Couple of the Year 2015
Ken & Teri Burnett 512-497-1259
Newsletter Editor
Sheri Altes 512-415-1920
Ways and Means
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418
Webmaster
Lyle Altes, 512-535-7230
Camping Coordinator
Billy Laue, 512-773-2602

Treasurer
Diane & Kenny Shults, 713-562-3994
Entertainment Coordinator
Vendor Coordinator
Kenny Shults, 281-642-4619
Chapter of the Year Coordinator
Gillian Allen 214-886-5798
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071

Seamstress
Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559

International Team
Director GWRRA
Ray & Sandy Garris
director@gwrra.org

Director of Divisions / Programs
Dave & Gwen Carter
foxwing1@sbcglobal.net

Rider Education Director

Region H Team
Director /Newsletter Editors
Jim & Reba Berry 318-348-1275
Assistant Director
Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038
Region H Trainer
Jack Wagner 405-359-7892

Tony Van Schaick
avanschaick@nc.rr.com

Educator, Webmaster
Sam & Anita Belinoski

Leadership Training

Treasurer &
Chapter of the Year Coord.
Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467

Membership Enhancement

Motorists Awareness Division Coord.
Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475

Paul & Cheryl Brosher
pbrosher@sbcglobal.net
Ed & Linda Johnson
MED4U@comcast.net

Global Affairs

Dan Sanderovich
dan.sanderovich@gmail.com

Deputy Directors

Bob & Nancy Shrader - Regions A, B, D, N
Jack Wagner Region H
Anita & JR Alkire - Regions F, I

2014-2015 COY
Steve & Carolyn Cotton 918-245-7111
MFA Coordinators
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365
Vendor Coordinators
Ruby Seal 903-856-5153
Member Enhancement,
Couple of the Year Coordinator,
Patch Princess
Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038
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Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 pm. The location is at the IHOP
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval
Road in Austin, TX. In case you get lost, the phone
number is 512-345-7124.
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!
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(continued from pate 1)

world (I love saying that!) Our Officers, and I'm
speaking of Chapter Directors, District Directors,
Region Directors and so on, have the responsibility
of helping to provide opportunities for everyone to
enjoy GWRRA and be a safer rider. We all ride
what everyone knows as the ultimate luxury touring
motorcycle (I love saying that too!) Let's enjoy it
every chance we get, be safe and share your experiences with others!

Lyle & Sheri Altes
Assistant Directors
Chapter O

Winter is upon us. Although this week, it does not
really feel like winter. We are really looking forward
to our Christmas Party. Sometimes it is hard for all
our members to come to the monthly meetings, since
we have members all over Central Texas. But at the
Party, we can see some of our friends we do not get
to see on a regular basis.
The rest of the month is busy for all of us, with shopping, decorating, baking for the holidays and spending time with your families and friends.

**********************************************************

DON’T FORGET MWRU IS OPEN TO ALL
MEMBERS

Now we shall move on to the first of the year. First
we have a ride planned for Jan 1st, Painted Churches, or if the weather is bad, there will be an alternative. Be sure to check your email.

This is where the Chapter Directors are
handed there project for the Chapter Competition
at the District Rally in May. This is going
to be another fun year.

Then Jan 9th Midwinter Round Up will be in Temple,
everyone is welcome to come. This is a business
meeting of sorts, then there is some seminars to attend. But most of all you get to spend time with
friends from different areas and receive information
regarding the District Rally.

HOTEL DEADLINE Extended to --December 9TH 2015 for Holiday Inn
Special Rate
Holiday Inn
5247 S. General Bruce Dr.
Temple TX. 76502
254-778-5511

Keep in mind that we will be getting busy with Rallies. We have our Bluebonnet Rally April 9th. We
are still looking for items for the silent auction. If you
have anything you can donate, please contact Dave
Strebbing.
The big rally for us this year will be Region H Rally in
Marshall Mar 17th-19th. We are going to ask that if
you can get some time to go, please do. Randy and
Kathy Reese are competing for Region H Couple of
the Year. As most of you that know them, are aware
of how much they do for others. Not only do they
participate in our Chapter O group, they belong to
several other organizations. They give so much of
their selves to help others. I would really like to see
a big showing at the rally to support them, and show
how much we appreciate them and the special people they are. Please plan to attend.
Lyle and I want to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
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Jack Wagner
GWRRA Deputy Director
Region H Trainer
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Reba & Jim Berry
Region H Directors

Wow, it’s RALLY time
again! Well, almost. Well,
right after the holidays and cold weather. So, it’s not
exactly rally time but it is PLANNING TO AT-TEND
Those of you who have been following my 'By the
A RALLY TIME. And we think the word rally is a maBook' articles may recognize this as a reprint from
jor understatement. The Region H Rally is scheduled
prior years. As we come into the holiday party season, I believe it bears repeating, as a reminder of why for March 17-20, 2016 in Marshall, TX. We would
the GWRRA alcohol policy exists. I wish you and your like to see you all there. There is a flyer and registration form at the end of this news-letter and on our
families the happiest of holidays. Lets all be safe so
web site at www.gwrra-h.org. We think it would be
we can enjoy more good times together next year!
great if every GWRRA member in Region H attendJack
ed the Region Rally and their own District Rallies.
The Time for Parties
Wouldn’t that be awesome! How about Wing Ding,
Reno Rendezvous or other District or Chapter
December brings us together for many different
Events. I challenge our Chapter Directors to attend
parties – celebrating the various holidays or
as many of these events as possible and see how
watching our favorite teams in their endeavor to
many chapter members you can bring with you. You
be the best. Many of the social events or gift
will be blessed.
exchanges done at this time of year have the

tradition of involving alcohol. While it has been
discussed at length many times, I thought it
best to remind everyone of the GWRRA policy
on alcohol. Page D-15 of the Officer Handbook
states.
“While GWRRA makes no attempt to legislate
policy as it relates to an individual’s
freedom, we must give strong consideration
to potential liability exposure of the Officer group.
For this reason, GWRRA CANNOT: 1) sell alcoholic beverages; 2) profit from the sale of alcoholic beverages; 3) distribute as an award or
prize any alcoholic beverages at a GWRRA
event; 4) encourage its use by advertising its
availability or causing it to be available
at GWRRA events.”The first few words are important to remember
– WE ARE NOT ATTEMPTING TO BE THE
ALCOHOL POLICE. However, that said, the
next few words from the Officer Handbook are
of utmost importance – THERE ARE POTENTIAL LIABILITY ISSUES. What does this
mean? Most areas have what are known as
social host liability laws which impart liability to
those responsible for serving alcohol. Those
held liable, in either criminal or civil actions

Why attend the Region H Rally you ask? Like I said
earlier, Rally is an inadequate word. How about “mini
-vacation”. Our 2 co-host hotels are the Hampton Inn
and the La Quinta. Both offer a nightly rate of
$75.00. The Hampton is sandwiched in between the
Golden Corral and Wendy’s. You can just walk over
to the Level 4 breakfast. Late at night there is a
“Frosty” right next door with your name on it. The La
Quinta has an indoor pool and is pet friendly, so you
can bring Buffy or Princess or Max. Use the group
code GWRRA or Gold Wing Road Riders Association.
Our rally is much like a family reunion. You get to
see a lot of old friends and make some new ones to
boot.
It’s like an epicurean weekend. Mar-shall features
Mexican, Tex-Mex, Cajun, BBQ, Italian, and All
American cuisine. It has some of the best hamburgers around. There is a great little Pizzeria downtown on the square now.
It’s like going back to school. You can learn a little
history by visiting historic Jefferson or a little topography and geography by riding poker runs through
the Texas back roads.
4 (continued on page 8)
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OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Dawn Sprague
.It was great seeing everyone at our
Chapter Meeting on Nov. 17th.
Dave Strebbing gave a Super Talk on
being "Prepared" to ride in the
Rain. Rain Gear on the Motorcycle, watching
Weather Reports, checking tire pressure
(hydroplaning), Being Visible. Even though we kind
of know this in the back of our minds, It is ALWAYS
good to be reminded!!!!

.

The "Progressive" Drawing will be $45.00 at Our Annual Christmas Party on Dec. 5th.
Don't forget to bring your BLUEBONNET RALLY PIN
Design so everyone can "Vote" on them at the
Christmas Party.

Door
Prizes

Thank You to Steve Thomas on representing Chapter O for the Texas Honor Ride on Nov. 14th. Ken
Burnett, Steve Thomas & Tom Sprague helped with
the Ironman by driving the "Course Marshalls"
around on Nov. 15th Then there was the "Bug Run"
on Nov. 21st. Hats off to ALL those who braved the
cold for this Event!!!! I will tell you that it wasn't Bugless"!!!!
The Prestigious Wingnut Award went to Tom & Dawn
Sprague.
Now for the Door Prizes & the 50/50:
Door Prizes:

50/50

Hubert Jackson -- Jar of Rustlin Rob's Salsa
David Strebbing -- Jar of Hot Salsa
Steve Thomas -- Christmas Ornament
Tom Sprague -- Theme Prize (Lg. can of
Popcorn & Christmas Candy)
50/50:
20% -- $14.00 -- Teri Burnett
30% -- $22.00 -- Bob Huard
Congratulations to ALL the
Winners.
See everyone at our Annual
Christmas Party on
Dec. 5th !!!!!!
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Texas District
Director
Mike & Robin Thacker
Director’s Corner

We hope everyone
had a great Thanksgiving Holiday. It was great to visit with family members we haven’t seen in a while.
We have one BIG holiday left for the year then
it is time to get ready for a fun year. We will begin
2016 with your Texas Mid-Winter Round Up
Meeting. The first thing we will do is get everyone
signed in. The Chapter Directors or designated
person will sign in at the Chapter Directors
table to pick up their folder that will include
the “Chapter’s Competition Item” (what fun you
will have competing at the District Rally with
this item). There will also be other things in the
folder which will include, guidelines and rules
for the games and Chapter competitions.
We will be getting all the new team paperwork
together and the end of the year financials
completed. We would like to take this opportunity
to thank everyone for getting their Charter
Fees to Diane before the deadline.
After the paperwork is completed we will start
with the seminars in the Main Room. There will
be several schedules available for you to look
at to see what time the next class begins. We
are going to do thing differently this year regarding
the seminars. Every member will be
able to observe all the seminars to get a better
picture of how all the Chapter Team works together for their members.
We became members of GWRRA in 2004 and
have loved every minute of it. We remember
when we first joined GWRRA and how much
we were confused and not sure on what all was
going on, but when we started looking at the
website and looking at all the information that
was available, a whole new world opened up
and we began to understand the whole concept
of what GWRRA was all about. If you go to the
GWRRA website and click on “Officers”, then
click on “Officer Resources”, you will see a lot
of information from bike show judging to Chapter
Problem Response (CPR) this will help you
recognize red flags and give you resolutions to
help your Chapter. There is also a list of
“Officer Positions Descriptions” (near the bottom
of the page) that is very helpful in understanding
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your position. We believe the more you know about
GWRRA, the more you will want to become involved
and the more fun you will have.
Yes, GWRRA is about riding motorcycles but it
is also about friendship, family, new friends and having fun. We want every new member and every new
team leader to fill confident in their position and to
understand what to do and who to ask for help, that’s
what makes everything flow smoothly and that’s
when you and your members begin to have fun.
To better do this, we will be having ZOOM meetings
with the Chapter Directors to see how things are going and how we can assist the Chapter with any issues (We will talk about this more at the meeting).
We know that every Chapter is different and does
things differently with their members. This is what
makes it so great, if things aren’t working like you
want them to, just change things up a little and see
what a different it makes. We believe with Chapter
Directors talking together it will help with new ideas.
We will have the zoom meeting via the computer or
phone and with a few Chapters at a time, then we
will change it up with different Chapter Directors from
time to time.
This year we will be having a Couple / Individual
of the Year presentation with Couples/Individual being presented their medallions by their previous Couples or their Chapter Directors. (District will be
providing the medallions) Your District Team would
like to honor your Couples / Individuals of the Year.
Before we swear everyone in and present them with
their appointment certificates and patches, we will be
asking members for help in signing up for registration, security and ticket sells in the ticket booth for
our District Rally in May. Soooo, you can start putting
your teams together to help out.
Thank you in advance. We could not put on a
Rally without the help of our members. Texas
has a big team and we are all working together
like one big happy family. Thank you,
Texas.
DON’T
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Ken Burnett
Ride Coordinator
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December Birthdays
Polly Bowers—Dec 7th
Lynn Heene—Dec 16th

BUG SPLAT DINNER RIDE
It was a blustery, cool and beautiful afternoon Satur-

day November 21st we had 6 riders including Phil,
Tom's brother along with 4 people in cars meet up at
Woods Honda. While everyone was skeptical that we
would find any bugs on our ride due to the change in
weather, we purchase targets and took a gamble anyway. We all cleaned the front of our bikes and placed
the targets strategically
on them.
We departed Woods
Honda at 5:30 which is
about dusk and headed
down every backwoods
country road that I
could find on the way to
Manor because that's where most of the bugs live.
Some even wondered if I had gotten lost. When we
reached the Texas Hwy 130 feeder road we had a
gorgeous view of the glow of the orange sunset along
the horizon and then we looped around and headed
back into the backwoods country roads again. When
we arrived at the Good Luck Grill for dinner we found
Dave & Shirley inside enjoying the good food. We enjoyed good food and conversation along with some
trivia fun after the meal. Everyone won prizes including Russ who won a cute scarf that he wore for the
rest of the night to help keep his neck warm.

Decembers Anniversaries

NONE

We had 4 people in cars leave the Good Luck Grille
and head home. The rest of us rode to Taylor to enjoy
some ice cream at Dairy Queen. We checked over the
bikes before heading into the Dairy Queen and were
surprised to find that Tom had a couple of bug splats
and Steven had one too. Tom won $33. We enjoyed
our ice cream and took a photo out front before heading home. Everyone had fun, good food, dessert and
went hope with a prize. It was a great ride!
Ken Burnett
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(continued from pate 40

provided alcohol to someone who is subsequently
involved in a vehicle crash or other activity which
caused death, injury or even property damage. Businesses that serve alcohol go to great extent in training their personnel to prevent patrons from being over
served. Most often the social host involved in legal
actions is a private individual who served alcohol in
their home, where they are considered to be the host.
However, when the event is a company or organization affair, the company or organization can be held
liable – meaning GWRRA and its officers could be
held responsible. Think about that. If you're the
Chapter Director, you could be held liable even
though the event wasn't in your home. Yes,
GWRRA has liability insurance which covers
the Association and its officers. But would it
cover you if you are violating written Associa
tion policy?

This month we have a husband and wife duel
wingnut award. It seems Tom and Dawn were on
their was to Marshall for a Regional Business meeting, when they reached Bastrop from Dripping
Springs, they realized they did not have their vest.
So guess what, they had turn back and go pick up
their vests. That trip took longer than they expected. Not only should you do the check on the
bike before you take off, they should also do a
check list on what they would be taking along. Bet
they will not forget that again.

Liability issues aside – the main reason for the policy,
as I see it, is we don't want to be the cause of losing
any of our GWRRA family as a result of providing alcohol. So let me leave you with this. If you're having a
Chapter event at your home or other location that
doesn't commercially serve alcohol, follow the policy
and don't make it available. If you're having your
event at a location that does serve alcohol as part of
their normal business, and choose to consume,
please do it responsibly. I want to see all of our family
together in the coming year!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
(continued from page 4

You will have seminars to help you develop
riding skills, leadership skills and personal
skills.
Riding to and from the rally allows you to
practice your group riding skills which projects
a positive image of motorcycling to the public.

The more you Know,. The better it gets!
Jack Wagner
Region H Trainer

It’s a great big free counseling session. When
you are riding the motor-cycle thru those back
roads with the wind in your face and the fresh
smell of the countryside, how can you not relax
and refresh?
How about the competition? Farkel, dominoes,
on bike games, off bike games, talent show. How
about a bike show and light parade? Do we really
have to wait until March?
MERRY CHRISTMAS
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
P.S. When someone asks what you want for
Christmas, tell them a gift card for my minivacations next summer (so much better than
a tie or a sweater).
Jim & Reba Berry
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Educator’s Desktop
Dave & Shirley Strebbing

or on the least traveled lane of the roadway and
bridge. Bridges that are lightly traveled could easily
remain iced for longer periods.

One Bridge Too Many
Parts of this article by
Collen Campbell

What about the roadway leading to the bridge?
Why wasn’t ice on it? The ground acts as an insulator and will maintain a certain degree of warmth.
Bridges are open and exposed, plus they are usually made of metal and concrete; thus lacking the ability to create warmth enough to melt the ice.

Being from MN and reading an
article about ice in TX is a joke.
I mean seriously how many of you guys can say you
children actually took their ice skates on your driveway to skate. Wait a minute how many of your kids
actually had outdoor ice skates? OK so admit it you’s
guys in TX don’t really know about ice, unless you are
talking about the cubes coming out of your fridge
door. However, in this article I found good reasons for
even a Texan to be wary of ice.

When temperatures are near the freezing mark,
even around 40 degrees, use caution around bridges. Always suspect there may be ice on them. Better still, wait until a little later in the day, when the
sun has had time to warm the bridge and melt the
ice.
Third, slow down prior to reaching the bridge and
reduce lean angle. You want as much available
traction as possible from your tires.

You wake up and see the sun shining. Looks like a
good day for a ride. The weather report agrees. It will
be sunshine and a high in the mid-sixties. The current
temperature is 40 degrees. You know about the windchill factor, so you bundle up to stay warm during the
ride. After a pre-ride check of the motorcycle, you’re
off.

What should you do if you hit a patch of ice?
Squeeze the clutch in and coast through it. Avoid
any abrupt changes in speed or direction. Once
past the patch of ice, slowly ease the clutch back
out. The key words here are “slowly ease.” Never
grab or squeeze the brakes on ice.

Twisting down the back roads, you’re enjoying the
ride and the scenery. There’s a bridge up ahead.
Shouldn’t be a problem, you’ve already crossed several bridges. As you start to cross this one, something
happens. All of a sudden you lose traction on both
tires. It’s almost like the motorcycle is skiing across
the bridge. You make it to the other side and regain
traction and control. Although your nerves are a little
unsettled, you continue. The main difference now is
you slow down before crossing any other bridges. The
rest of the ride is uneventful. Still, you can’t help but
wonder what happened.

Stay alert to the conditions of the environment. Remember that it constantly changes and the rider
must adjust accordingly. Be safe.

The answer to this mystery is simple—ice. Even
though the weather report indicated the temperature
was 40 degrees, which is above the freezing mark,
temperature readings are taken at certain locations,
such as airports, downtown, and radio stations. Temperatures in rural areas can, and usually are, lower
than what they would be in urban areas.
Why on this one particular bridge there was ice, but
not on the others? Several factors are involved. One
is the amount of traffic that crosses the bridge. Fraction from tires and heat from the exhaust of vehicles
can cause ice to melt where the traffic flow is moderate to heavy. This
doesn’t mean you should still be wary of bridges in
these types of areas. It could still be on the shoulder .
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Kickstands Up!
Upcoming Events

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list,
visit the Chapter O web site at www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
Date

Chapter

Event

Location

Contact/Email/Web

Phone

Dec 5

Chapter O
Christmas Party

Catfish Parlour

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Dec 19

Lunch and Ice
Cream at DQ

Blanco

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Jan 1

Polar Bear Ride

Painted Churches
Osborn Home

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Jan 9

Mid Winter RoundUp

Temple TX

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Mar
17-19

Region H Rally

Marshall

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Apr 9

Bluebonnet Rally

Lady Brid Park

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Apr
21-23

Georgia District
Rally

Dalton, GA

Apr
28-30

Tennessee District
Rally

Pigeon, TX

May
19-20

Texas District Rally

Temple, TX

John Osborn

512-628-8106
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RECIPES
==================================
Remember to submit your recipes, once
we have enough recipes we will put together a Chapter O Cookbook.
==================================
No recipes submitted
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013

John & Wanda Osborn
303 Jeffery Drive
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
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