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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information
is on page 2. Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 10. Or just visit our Web www.goldwingaustin.org
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Chapter Meetings
The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval

From the Chapter Director
John & Wanda Osborn
Chapter O
. Often people will ask us “why do you ride?” or
“how long have you ridden?” I know each of us
have different reasons, some answers are as
simple as “I like too”. But for most of us that
answer just doesn’t work. In high school a
friends Dad owned a motorcycle dealership (which is still in business) and
I spent a lot of time there. Soon after I got my driver’s license I bought an
Allstate 250CC motorcycle that was a refugee from the junk yard. After I
got it running I had a lot of fun just riding around . Then moved up to a much
newer 125CC Jawa. I think top speed on that was about 70MPH, it was extremely under powered. Then went into the Air Force and got a 500CC
BSA, now I thought that was big, back then it was. Sold it when I went
overseas and quit riding for around 30 years. In our travel cross county I
always admired and envied seeing groups of motorcycles on the high way
or in rest stops, and told my someday that will be us, it was dream. I would
dream about riding through hill, taking the back roads and just seeing America for its entire splendor, not just the freeways. Then one day in 1997 I had
the opportunity to purchase and old 1975 GL1000, another refugee
from the junk yard and that’s where it ended up. The engine was beyond
repair, thus I found another refugee from the junk yard and made one good
bike out of two. This is
continued on page 3
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Secretary/Treasurer
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Assistant Director
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Educators
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635
Leadership Training
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Membership Enhancement
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MEC Coordinator
2010 COY Coordinator
Steve & Donna VanGlider, 210-391-9495

Ride Coordinator
Ken Burnett, 512-497-1259

2015-2016 COY
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635

Couple of the Year 2015
Ken & Teri Burnett 512-497-1259
Newsletter Editor
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Ways and Means
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Webmaster
Lyle Altes, 512-535-7230
Camping Coordinator
Billy Laue, 512-773-2602
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Diane & Kenny Shults, 713-562-3994
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Chapter of the Year Coordinator
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Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
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Seamstress
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International Team
Director GWRRA
Ray & Sandy Garris
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Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038
Region H Trainer
Jack Wagner 405-359-7892

Tony Van Schaick
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Educator, Webmaster
Sam & Anita Belinoski

Leadership Training

Treasurer &
Chapter of the Year Coord.
Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467

Membership Enhancement

Motorists Awareness Division Coord.
Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475

Paul & Cheryl Brosher
pbrosher@sbcglobal.net
Ed & Linda Johnson
MED4U@comcast.net

Global Affairs

Dan Sanderovich
dan.sanderovich@gmail.com

Deputy Directors

Bob & Nancy Shrader - Regions A, B, D, N
Jack Wagner Region H
Anita & JR Alkire - Regions F, I

2014-2015 COY
Steve & Carolyn Cotton 918-245-7111
MFA Coordinators
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365
Vendor Coordinators
Ruby Seal 903-856-5153
Member Enhancement,
Couple of the Year Coordinator,
Patch Princess
Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038
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Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 pm. The location is at the IHOP
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval
Road in Austin, TX. In case you get lost, the phone
number is 512-345-7124.
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!
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(continued from pate 1)

when I began to experience the “Why Do You
Ride”. Then I move up to a GL1200, and then a
GL1500, then a GL1800 and now I have
2015 GL1800 ith a Motor Tike Conversion kit.
Before getting involved with Chapter O and GWRRA my longest trips were about 50 miles. That
pales in comparison to a Chapter lunch ride on a
Saturday. We made several day trips and a couple of overnight trips going to rallies, all within Texas. I was starting to realize my dreams of travel the
United States on a motorcycle. The open road
was calling and we started to go to Wing Dings and
putting several thousand miles on our trusty Gold
Wing.

Lyle & Sheri Altes
Assistant Directors
Chapter O
This is the time of year that we give thanks to all our
surroundings, family, friends and loved ones. We
pause to look at the wonderful surrounding leaves
changing colors, the rain to make things green, and
the snow that blankets some areas.
But most of all we should thank God for the many
blessings we have.

So why do we ride? I watched several You Tube
Videos titled “Why Do We Ride” and there are three
central themes, freedom, friendship and passion,
and we can all relate to these. Freedom to travel
throughout the United States and experience all it
has to offer from sea to shining sea. When traveling the back roads you get see and smell the
country. Watching those big harvesters working in
the fields, grazing cattle, acres and acres golden
corn, fields of cotton as far as you can see is just
amazing and will always be. You do not see these
things riding in and air conditioned car on the interstate. Have you ever noticed you acknowledged
each biker as they go by? Down deep we are all
friends when we stop it’s easy to talk to the other
bikers. Perfect strangers will always come over to
look at your bike and ask questions. Our passion is
the burning to ride. Riding is relaxing, it’s a
time when I can clear my head and recharges my batteries.

A lot of terrible things have been happening around
the country and in our own back yards, we need to
look out for our neighbors and cherish each moment .
I challenge each and everyone of you to just do
something special for someone. It can be as simple
as opening a door for them, or reach something from
a shelf that they can not reach when shopping. Let
us all just show our kindness to one another.
You never know what is going on in someone’s life,
and just that simple hello, how are you, or thank you,
may be just the encouragement someone needs
while gong through a rough time.
Let’s share our blessings!
God Bless Everyone of your, have a wonderful
Thanksgiving.

Take a moment and reflect on when, how and why
you ride.
Let’s ride and be safe.
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After all, it is the same wind in their face. While the
rally season is over, don’t let that bike just sit there
getting dusty. You have plenty of cold weather gear.
Keep riding. As one of my chapter friends says, “If
you miss a ride, you can never get it back.

Reba & Jim Berry
Region H Directors

************************************************************

Jack Wagner
GWRRA Deputy Director
Region H Trainer

Well, Region H rally season is officially over. The
Oklahoma District wrapped it up with a great rally at
Sequoyah State Park. The facility was great, the
scenery was great and the best “Dam” ride was, well
just the best!
Thanks to Johnie and Gina Fredman and the OK
Team for the effort they put into this event so our
members could have some fun. Speaking of Johnie
and Gina, make sure you read the October issue of
Wing World to read an interesting article about their
family.

Have you met someone who
would be a good fit with your
GWRRA Chapter? But they
don't ride a Goldwing. Encourage them to join. Did a
GWRRA member sell their
Goldwing and either quit riding or purchase another
brand of motorcycle? Encourage them to stick
around. Most of us know there are two categories of
GWRRA membership, Full Members and Associate
Members. To be a Full Member one must own a
Goldwing or Valkyrie motorcycle. Associate Members are those who either own another brand of motorcycle, or maybe no motorcycle at all, but are still
interested in being a part of GWRRA because of all
we have to offer. It was recently announced that Associate Members no longer pay any more than a Full
Member to enjoy all of the benefits of GWRRA membership.

Next on our Region agenda are the annual Operations meetings. The Region’s is on Nov 14 while the
Districts’ all fall in January. If you are a team member, please plan on attending and bring some fresh
ideas with you.
Earlier this week, I was headed home from work. It
was late for me, about 7:30. It was dark. I was east
bound going thru West Monroe on Interstate 20. The
speed limit is 60 but the average rate of travel is 65
to 70. I noticed a car ahead of me with 3 sets of tail
lights. How weird! Then I realized in was a motor cycle between me and the car in front. Just a working
guy on his way home from work. One little tail light
on the rear. The rider was wearing black coveralls
and a black helmet. He was cruising at 50mph in the
right track. He was the epitome of an accident waiting to happen. I dropped in behind him and was his
tail gunner for several miles until he exited the interstate. Obviously, this guy had very little rider training,
if any at all. What’s scary is that there are a lot of
good folks out there with the same lack of training,
knowledge and understanding. How can we help
these folks? We need to target all motorcycle riders
as possible results.
We need to attend all types of MC rallies and
events and demonstrate safe riding techniques. We
need to have PLP where we can be seen by the
public.

So, other than not having a Goldwing, are there other differences between being a Full and Associate
Member? The short answer is 'not really'. They can
participate equally in any and all activities at all levels with only 2 exceptions – and one of those can be
overridden in extreme circumstances. Associate
Members are not eligible to become Directors or Assistant Directors (at any level) and they may not participate in the Couple of the Year selection process
above the Chapter level. Yes, Associate Members
may be honored as your Chapter Couple of the Year
– they just cannot participate in the District selection
process. Yes, an Associate Member can hold team
positions, even the officer positions such as Trainer,
Educator, Membership Enhancement Coordinator or
Treasurer. The exception I mentioned that might be
overridden; in the rare instance of a Chapter facing
closure due to no Full Member assuming the Directorship, a qualified Associate Member desiring the
position can be considered as an alternative to closing the Chapter

GWRRA will be setting up a vendor booth at
the Progressive International Motorcycle
Show, January 22-24 in Dallas, TX. Should
you see a request for volunteers, please jump
all over it! We want everyone to be as safe as
they can be on the bike. We want everyone to
return home safely, no matter what they ride.
4
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OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Dawn Sprague
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Mix and a small Wooden Scarecrow
.

50/50:
20% -- $18.00 -- Tom Sprague

It was so Great seeing everyone at
our Chapter Meeting on October
20th!!
Congratulations to Shirley Strebbing
on getting her Level 3 Co-Rider Patch. Congratulations also go to Steve Thomas on his 700,000 Miles
and 250,000 Safe Miles Bars. Then Dave Strebbing
gave us some statistics that he got from the MSF
Web Site. Very Interesting!!
No GWRRA Numbers were claimed. Maybe your
Number will be in the Nov. Newsletter. Keep looking
to claim your prize!!
The Progressive Drawing will be $40.00 at the Nov.
Meeting. No drawing done as the "Bucket" didn't
make it to the meeting.

30% -- $27.00 -- Linda Jackson
Congratulations to ALL the Winners!!!!
Thank You to Linda Jackson for the Surprise Birthday
Party to Mary Hadd (who shares the same Birth Date
as Linda Jackson). The Brownies, Punch & Cake
were out of this world. Again, THANK YOU Linda!!!
See you at the Nov. 17th Meeting.
Til then, Ride Safe, Ride Often & Have Fun
Dawn Sprague
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

John Osborn received a letter from GWRRA's Home
Office congratulating us on placing 3rd in the "Fun
Meeting Video" Contest. Also enclosed was a
$50.00 Gift Card to DQ. Keep looking at our Ride
Calendar to see when we use it!!!

Tom Sprague
Won the
50/20
$18.00

On Oct 3rd, we had 2 Chapter Member go to Chapter R's Rally in Krum, Tx. Then on Oct. 10th, 14
Chapter Members to T-Fest in Harker Heights. Fun
time had by ALL !!! Oct. 13th found Chapter T2 celebrating their Birthday of which some of our Members
helped them celebrate. John & Wanda to the Mississippi District Rally (Oct. 15-19th). 4 Chapter Members to Chapter H's "Wing in the Park" on Oct. 17th.
Just sorry that the Oct. Calendar so full that no one
got to the Oklahoma District Rally. Still, a great
month for riding and visiting Friends!!!
For the Prestigious Wing Nut Award, Enrique Garcia
was the Winner. Congratulations!!!

Linda Jackson
Won the
50/30%
$27.00

Now for the Door Prizes & the 50/50:
Door Prizes:
Sheri Altes
-- Gold Wing T-Shirt
Jack Miller
-- Very Cute Sippy Cup
Dave Strebbing -- Very Cute Sippy Cup
Fred Gneuchtel -- Circuit of he Americas Hat,
Wrist Band, etc.
Tom Sprague
-- Tech Wax
Gayle Thomas
-- Cute Picnic Basket with
Homemade Brownies
Shirley Strebbing -- Traveling Theme--Basket
w/ 2 ears of Corn, Cranberry
Sauce, Box of Stuffing
5
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Texas District
Director
Mike & Robin Thacker
Director’s Corner

Texas has been really busy in the last months.
Just to give you an idea of what’s been going
on in Texas:
• Chapter R had their weekend rally in Krum
TX. They had a great turn out with a lot of fun
games, scenic ride, bingo, food, prizes and
giveaways. Let’s not forget the famous
chicken poop game. I have never seen so
many people waiting around and watching
chickens until they pooped in a square to see
if it was your number.
• Chapter T had their weekend rally in Harker
Heights TX. They had several vendors,
games, bingo, food, bike show and awesome
giveaways. At the end of the day they auctioned
off cakes, cookies and pies. Yumm
yumm.
• Chapter J had a Mall show in Port Arthur TX.
At The Central Mall. They displayed 4 or 5
bikes, 4 trikes and bunk house camper. They
had thir safety gear displayed and passed
out packets they had made up with a Wing
World magazine, Chapter J business cards
they had made up with all the meeting location
info on the back, safety information and a
lot of GWRRA information.
• Chapter H had their weekend rally in San Antonito
TX at Raymond Russell Park. They had
a lot of fun games, scenic ride, burgers and
dogs for lunch and a lot of prizes. They also
displayed a photo spread of awesome pictures
of their last rally they had 10 years ago.
WOW it’s been 10 years since their last rally.

www.goldwingaustin.org

• Chapter R and Chapter O had First Aid/CPR
Training that they had set up and had a combination of 19 members attend.
• Mike Thacker and Steve Van Gilder from
your District team received their Leadership
Training Program certification and LTP instructors.
GWRRA has been busy also:
• Anita and JR Alkire-President of GWRRA
• John and Barb Pons-MEP Directors
• Clara Boldt-Assistant Director of Certification
• Ron and Bev Clark MEP Assistant Directors
for the Couple of the Year Program
Speaking of New positions:
It’s that time of year for members to take on a
new adventure and volunteer to be active
within your chapter. Weather it being visiting
other chapter gatherings to get new ideas for
your chapter. We believe that every chapter
conducts their meetings in a different way and
what way to get different ideas. If you are
changing positions, we would like to get the Appointment papers in to us before MWRU so we
can have the appropriate patches and certificates ready for your swearing in ceremony.
Rider Educators and Membership Enhancement
Coordinators please keep Randy Reese
and Steve Van Gilder informed of new positions.
MID WINTER ROUND UP HAS NEW IDEAS--JANUARY 9TH 2016
Your District Team has come up with a different
way to have the seminars for GWRRA members
at MWRU. We know when you except a
new position you want to learn everything
about that position, but you might also want to
know about other positions as well to see how

• Chapter N2 had an Officers Certification Program
(OCP) Day at one of their member’s
house and 8 people obtained their OCP certification. They broke it up into a two day event
and everyone had lunch and snacks.
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(continued from page 4)

So don't be a Goldwing
'snob'. Embrace Associate Members and encourage
others to join and participate as an Associate
Member. Who knows, they may realize owning a
Goldwing really IS for them! It’s a great way to grow
your Chapter.

November Birthdays

For more information on types of memberships,
refer to the Officer Handbook and New Member
Orientation Guide.
The more you Know,. The better it gets!
Jack Wagner
Region H Trainer

Robert Huard—Nov 2nd
Dave Getz—Nov 10th
Shirley Strebbing— Nov 16th
Tom Sprague—Nov 19th
Lyle Altes—Nov 20th
Chuck Marling—Nov 27th

Interesting facts about Thanksgiving
Our Forefathers in 1782 voted to choose
the bald eagle as our national symbol.
Everyone voted for the bald eagle, everyone but Benjamin Franklin. He proposed
to have the Turkey as the national symbol. Where would we be if turkey became
the national symbol. Can you imagine
eating the national symbol.88% of Americans surveyed by the National Turkey
Federation eat turkey on Thanksgiving.
46 million turkeys are eaten each hanksgiving, 22 million on Christmas and 19
million turkeys on Easter. In 2011, 736
million pounds of turkey were consumed
in the United States.

November Anniversaries

Richard & Mary Seay—Nov 24th
Dave & Shirley Strebbing—Nov 27th

Thanksgiving Day is a national holiday
celebrated primarily in the United States
and Canada as a day of giving thanks for
the blessing of the harvest and of the
preceding year. It is celebrated on the
fourth Thursday of November in the United States and on the second Monday
of October in Canada. If you are living or
visiting a foreign county during thanksgiving it becomes apparent when you have
a very difficult time finding a turkey or
any of the things you get accustomed to
during this celebration. I am so thankful I
live in the USA
7
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standing room only until we were able to squeeze in
some extra tables and chairs. There
were visitors from Chapter O and Chapter T.
They meet at a Mexican restaurant and the
food was great. T2 even served a delicious
birthday cake that had the GWRRA logo on top
– very creative. They gave away lots of door
prizes and birthday party prizes. It is always
great when multiple chapters join together for
an event – it makes it even more FUN.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE
OF THE YEAR
2015 / 2016
RANDY & KATHY REESE
Texas COY Adventures

On October 17, Randy and I led a ride to San
Antonio for the Chapter H “Wings in the Park
Rally”. They have not had this rally in several
years and we’re so happy they did it again. The
rally was held in a beautiful park in San Antonio.
The weather could not have been better
and they had a wonderful turnout. They had a
poker run which you could play even if you decided
not to do the planned bike ride and they
had outdoor games as well. They had a silent
auction and a live auction. Lunch was a hamburger/
hot dog cookout. Unfortunately, we did
not get to stay for the whole event as we had to
return home for a wedding that afternoon – but
congratulations to Chapter H for a FUN rally.

Greetings Texas District
As I write this month’s article, I am sitting at
home and watching the rain. So far today, we
have received 7.5 inches. It is still raining and
from the looks of the radar, it isn’t stopping anytime
soon. The cool front that blew in this morning
was an added bonus.
We have had a VERY VERY busy October.
Our big news for the month is that as of October
1st, Randy and I are now your new Texas
District Educators. We are still getting our feet
wet, we are learning a lot, and we look forward
to serving Texas District in this capacity. We
fully support the rider education program, the
levels program and believe and practice A T G
A T T (all the gear, all the time). We promise to
do our best to handle any and all Rider Education
matters as timely as possible. Please contact
us with any of your rider-education questions
or concerns. We are here to help

The rest of the month has been sprinkled with
work trips and personal events such as weddings,
Randy’s Rotary Golf Tournament (which
we helped cook BBQ for) and family time. It’s
been a busy month – but FUN and we wouldn’t
have it any other way.
Have Fun, Be Safe and remember ATGATT!
Randy & Kathy Reese
Texas District Couple of the Year

The first week of October, we took a motorcycle
trip with some good friends to Big Bend. It is
truly one of our favorite places to ride. We did
run into some weather issues so we didn't get
to see or ride as much of the area as we would
have liked but, we did get to spend some time
in Langtry, Marathon, Alpine and Marfa. The
good thing is - we can always go back!
On October 10th, we traveled to Killeen for
Chapter T’s T-Fest. It was a beautiful day and
there was a great turnout. There were lots of
vendors, a bike ride, a bike show, a silent auction
and they served a wonderful hot dog /
hamburger lunch. We really enjoyed the day
On October 13, we went to Georgetown to
Chapter T-2’s birthday party. It was literally
8
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Educator’s Desktop
Dave & Shirley Strebbing
The Holiday Crunch

Parts of this article copied with
permission from by
John Del Santo
When this Minnesota girl thinks of riding in December and
January she thinks, what a breeze, never a problem. However, just because it is a whole lot warmer in Texas doesn’t
mean there aren’t still some things to look out for when you
ride during the winter and when you ride during the busiest
shopping time of the year.
The holiday season is upon us, and among with the rush
and hustle, we can expect the accident rate to go up. The
parking lots are a zoo at this time of year, and 17% of all
urban accidents occur right there! If someone backs into a
car, they'll crush a door....If they back into your bike they'll
crush your leg. As you roll through any parking lot, watch
the parked cars for brake lights, back-up lights, and motion.
Be ready with your bakes (both of them), your throttle, and
the horn.
With winter upon us, there are some drastic changes in
temperature. Layer your clothing so that you can remove it
as the day gets warmer or put it back on towards evening.
A lot of heat loss happens through the neck and
head....keep that area covered and warm. Good warm
socks or insulated boots will protect your feet where the
circulation is the least. Stop for more frequent breaks to get
your circulation moving. We are trying to prevent hypothermia. The warning signs are feeling cold, getting the chills,
shallow breathing, and a feeling of sleepiness. Using any
alcohol will only slow the circulation further and put you into
deeper danger. The results of hypothermia to a rider are to
become disoriented or fall asleep.

Door Prizes
from the
Meeting

Santa only takes that sleigh out for one day a year, and
look how well he dresses for the weather. Most of us are
out there on the bikes all winter long, no matter what the
weather, so we need to ride smart. Take frequent breaks
and keep warm...frequent high protein snacks to keep your
body furnace fueled. Many cold medicines can be as deadly to a driver as alcohol....READ the label!! How's the tread
on those tires? We all hope to be around on New Year's
morning. So Ride Sober and Ride Safe.
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Kickstands Up!
Upcoming Events

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list,
visit the Chapter O web site at www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
Date

Chapter

Event

Location

Contact/Email/Web

Phone

Nov 11

Texas Honor Ride

Brook Army Medical
Center

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Nov 17

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Highway 183
and Duval

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Dec 5

Chapter O
Christmas Party

Catfish Parlour

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Dec 19

Lunch and Ice
Cream at DQ

Blanco

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Jan 1

Polar Bear Ride

Painted Churches
Osborn Home

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Jan 9

Mid Winter RoundUp

Temple TX

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Mar
17-19

Region H Rally

Marshall

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Apr 9

Bluebonnet Rally

Lady Brid Park

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Apr
21-23

Georgia District
Rally

Dalton, GA

Apr
28-30

Tennessee District
Rally

Pigeon, TX

May
19-20

Texas District Rally

Temple, TX

John Osborn

512-628-8106
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No Recipes Submitted

==================================
Remember to submit your recipes, once
we have enough recipes we will put together a Chapter O Cookbook.
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013

John & Wanda Osborn
303 Jeffery Drive
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
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