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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information
is on page 2. Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 10. Or just visit our Web www.goldwingaustin.org
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Chapter Meetings
The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval

From the Chapter Director
John & Wanda Osborn
Chapter O
This year is quickly coming to a close. I know
this because we have only two more meetings
before our Christmas Party. Then after our
Christmas Party we have only three more meetings before our Blue Bonnet Rally. I can remember telling my mom that time sure does go by slowly, and her response
would be “just wait, the older you get the faster time goes by”, how true this
is.
For those who did not attend this year’s Wing Ding, you missed a good one.
The weather was fantastic and there was a lot to do and see in the area.
Huntsville really laid out the red carpet for us. There were over 9,000 attendees this year, around 375 in the grand parade and one of the largest
light shows. There was a lot to do besides attend training seminars and
shopping in the vendor area. Of course there were numerous vendors of all
sorts and there was always a crowd in the vendor area.. Oh did I mention I
won First Place in the bike show for Stock GL1800 Trike. Look forward to
attending next year’s Wing Ding in Billings, MT. The dates for next year’s
Wing Ding have been changed; it now begins on August 31st and ends September 3. If you have already made reservations you will need to change
them accordingly.
continued on page 3
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Chapter O Team

TX District Team

Director
Merchandise Coordinator
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105

Director
Mike & Robin Thacker, 281-686-8892

Assistant Director
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860
Educator
Dave Strebbing 512-750-9418
Secretary/Treasurer
Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350

Assistant Director
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071
Educators
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635
Leadership Training
Cliff & Gillian Allen 214-886-5798

Membership Enhancement
Dawn Sprague, 512-301-3092

MEC Coordinator
2010 COY Coordinator
Steve & Donna VanGlider, 210-391-9495

Ride Coordinator
Ken Burnett, 512-497-1259

2015-2016 COY
Randy & Kathy Reese 512-744-3635

Couple of the Year 2015
Ken & Teri Burnett 512-497-1259
Newsletter Editor
Sheri Altes 512-415-1920
Ways and Means
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418
Webmaster
Lyle Altes, 512-535-7230
Camping Coordinator
Billy Laue, 512-773-2602

Treasurer
Diane & Kenny Shults, 713-562-3994
Entertainment Coordinator
Vendor Coordinator
Kenny Shults, 281-642-4619
Chapter of the Year Coordinator
Gillian Allen 214-886-5798
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071

Seamstress
Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559

International Team
Director GWRRA
Ray & Sandy Garris
director@gwrra.org

Director of Divisions / Programs
Dave & Gwen Carter
foxwing1@sbcglobal.net

Rider Education Director

Region H Team
Director /Newsletter Editors
Jim & Reba Berry 318-348-1275
Assistant Director
Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038
Region H Trainer
Jack Wagner 405-359-7892

Tony Van Schaick
avanschaick@nc.rr.com

Educator, Webmaster
Sam & Anita Belinoski

Leadership Training

Treasurer &
Chapter of the Year Coord.
Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467

Membership Enhancement

Motorists Awareness Division Coord.
Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475

Paul & Cheryl Brosher
pbrosher@sbcglobal.net
Ed & Linda Johnson
MED4U@comcast.net

Global Affairs

Dan Sanderovich
dan.sanderovich@gmail.com

Deputy Directors

Bob & Nancy Shrader - Regions A, B, D, N
Jack Wagner Region H
Anita & JR Alkire - Regions F, I

2014-2015 COY
Steve & Carolyn Cotton 918-245-7111
MFA Coordinators
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365
Vendor Coordinators
Ruby Seal 903-856-5153
Member Enhancement,
Couple of the Year Coordinator,
Patch Princess
Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038

2

www.goldwingaustin.org

Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 pm. The location is at the IHOP
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval
Road in Austin, TX. In case you get lost, the phone
number is 512-345-7124.
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!
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(continued from pate 1)

I realize that Wing Ding is a year away, now is the
time to start planning our ride there. We can also
include some of the local chapters. I realize there
are many roads that lead to Billings and there may
be several different groups going in deferent directions with the ultimate destination of Billings. Let
the planning process begin.

Lyle & Sheri Altes
Assistant Directors
Chapter O
September 25 Gregg and Cassima came down to
conduct a first aid class. Frist I would like to thank
Dave Strebbing for providing the room at the church.
Then I want to thank Gregg and Cassima for coming.
They came down to the Sprague’s to spend the
night, but ended up turning around and driving back
to Dallas to pick up the dummies to conduct the class
and drove back during the night to be there at 9:00
AM.

Over the last several years Chapter O’s participation at rallies has dwindled. This encompasses
Wing Ding to local chapter rallies. We have one of
the largest Chapter rallies in the district if not the
region, and will continue as long as we have good
attendance from other chapters, but in return theses other chapters need our support, this includes
the Region and District rallies. For the upcoming
year we need to start planning rides to as many rallies as we can.

Now that is a testament to their dedication to GWRRA. Then later that afternoon we had our annual ice
cream social out at Tom and Dawns. It was very
170030 nice to spend time together to relax, and of
course enjoy some ice cream.

I believe fall is upon us and that brings cooler
weather, which in turns makes riding conditions
more favorable. I see some impromptu breakfast,
lunch, dinner or desert rides during the week in the
future as well as Saturday breakfast rides. Also
there are some coin toss rides coming up.

Next weekend we are planning to go to T-Fest in
Harker Heights. We hope to see you there; it is a lot
of fun at their rally and not too far to travel.

Let’s ride and be safe.

Remember we are planning our Christmas Party Dec
5th at Catfish Parlour on Ben White in South Austin.
It will be from 12:00 to 4:00.

Tim
won
20% =
$12.00
Wanda
won
30% =
$18.00
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GWRRA Deputy Director
Region H Trainer
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Reba & Jim Berry
Region H Directors

By the Book By: Jack Wagner
- Region H Trainer “Learn the
Truth ..Then Pass it Along

Reba and I would like to
say how deeply honored
we are at being selected as the GWRRA 2015-2016
International Couple of the Year. We know it would
A Survey, or Just a Vote in Disguise
not have been possible without the support of our
friends in Region H. We thank you so much for
We've all heard that we shouldn't vote in GWRRA.
Section D, page 9 of the Officer Handbook discusses showing up at the selection all decked out in your
safety colors, with noisemakers and signs. We could
the topic of voting in detail and says surveys should
definitely hear the noise you guys were making. We
be taken in lieu of voting. But what's the difference
between a 'vote' and a 'survey'? Voting, by definition, look forward to a fun filled year! And thanks to all you
is the process of approval or disapproval of a particu- who helped with the bike show. You guys made it
happen.
lar proposal. A survey is defined as a process that
involves questioning people to obtain information or
Now, speaking of Wing Ding, WOW! Five crammed
opinions to be analyzed. Hmmm, sounds kinda like
full days of fun, excitement and training. Our days
the same thing – so what's the difference. Oh, I forran from 7:00 AM until 8:00 PM daily. Some of our
got to include a key word in each of the definitions.
highlights were the Couple Selection, the Welcome
Voting is defined as a formal process, while a survey
Party (what great food and excitement), the Bike
is an informal process.
Show, working the Goodie Booth, the “Fast Painter”,
the Light Show, the BBQ dinner and entertainment,
Most times, voting as we do it, involves posing a
the Grand Parade and seminars galore. Now, just
question and asking for a show of hands. That
sounds fairly informal – so is that a survey and not a between us, I hear plans for next year are to make
vote, therefore okay? Lets think about that. Our type the event even more fun. Billings, MT. What a great
of voting is usually done in a group setting and every- location. Can you just imagine the ride to get there?
one is allowed one vote - a “this or this” question.
The outcome usually involves going with the majority
and members thinking they either “won” or “lost” - and
no one likes to loose. There can also be peer pressure in the form of being seen voting the same as a
friend or risk friction in the friendship.

Also having a huge Wing Ding were Steve and Billie
Fleming, named 2014 MEC of the Year, Marie and
Steve Wilson, 2014 Director Merit Award winners,
OK X recognized as the 2014 Chapter of the Year,
TX N2 and TX O finished 1st and 3rd respectively in
the “fun video” contest, and all our bike show winners. Add another great performance by the Kansas
Twisters Drill Team as well.

A properly done survey would involve talking to
members informally, one-on-one, then taking all of
the discussions into account and making a decision.
No group setting peer pressure; no 'visible' winners
and losers. The best part is that by having these discussions, an additional alternative may become apparent which would make everyone happier. Or you
may find it really doesn't matter as long as riding and
food are involved.

We attended the KS Rally in September and had a
great time. The location was excellent and kudos
go to the KS District Team who carried on even
while their Director was having health issues. This
just goes to validate the need for good team members and Assistants. Great job.
In October is the OK Rally. On the lake, at a State
Park? With golfing? Fall Colors! Sounds great,
doesn’t it? Hope to see you there. At the KS and AR
rallies, we held a forum for directors and assistant
directors at all levels.

Does this sound like a lot of work on the part of the
director vs. just posing a question to the group and
asking for a show of hands? It shouldn't be. These
discussions should occur between the members and
any of the core team.
(continued on page 5)
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((District Trainer continued from page 4)

OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Dawn Sprague

Then in the planning, or business meeting, the core
team provides input to the director resulting in the
director making an informed decision. In many cases, the core team should be getting to know the
OH YEAH CHAPTER O
members well enough to know what they would like
It was great seeing Everyone at our
without having a topic specific discussion. And the
Sept. 15th Meeting especially as Tom members should be pro-actively talking to their core
& I had been gone most of the Sumteam to offer up suggestions and comments.
mer. A Big Welcome to Roger Mason and Marty Porter!!!
For more information regarding GWRRA Voting, see
Section D, page 9 of the Officer's Handbook which
Dave Strebbing gave a Great Talk on "Locking up
Your Bike". It's always the little precautions that you discusses the topic of voting in detail.
do that will help your Motorcycle from being stolen!!
The more you Know,. The better it gets!
The "Progressive Drawing" was worth $30.00, but
Jack Wagner
alas, Rus Eaton wasn't at the meeting. Next meeting, the drawing will be for $35.00
Region H Trainer
With all the traveling, Rides, etc., we didn't have any
nominations for the Prestigious Wing Nut
Award. Good job guys!!!!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We had 6 Chapter Members that made it to Wing
Ding in Huntsville, Ala. Fun time had by all. The
good news is that Jim & Reba Berry became the International Couple of the Year from Region H. Congratulations!!! Texas District did quite well in the
competitions. For the "Bike Show", 2nd Place for Jim
Woodul, 1st Place for Andrea Douglas, 2nd Place for
LeRoy Douglas AND 1st Place for OUR DIRECTOR-JON OSBORN. Also, CHAPTER O got 3rd Place in
the "Fun Chapter Meeting" Video Contest. To see
the Video, go to: www.goldwingaustin.org/Meeting
Contest/ChapterOMeeting.mp4 Has to be downloaded to your computer then open with a media player ENJOY!!!
Now for the Door Prizes & 50/50:
Door Prizes:
Dave Strebbing --Honey Roasted Peanuts
John Osborn -- Circuit of the Americas Hat, Badge
Holder & Sweat Band
Lyle Altes

(Region H Directors, continued from page 4)

We will continue to host such a forum at all future rallies within Region H. It helps us all get to know one
another and gives us a platform to discuss common
problems and solutions. What is working for us and
what is not? Additionally, we have added a new section to the newsletter specifically for Directors. This
will be a monthly item and it is driven by a survey I
recently conducted.
Please feel free to
email me comments
and thoughts that
might benefit the
whole after reading it
each month.
Jim & Reba Berry

-- Halloween Candy

Steve Thomas -- Theme Jar -- Masks, Candy &
Battery Operated Lights

.

50/50:
20% -- Tim Laue -- $12.00
30% -- Wanda Osborn -- $18.00
Look forward to seeing you at the Oct 20th Meeting.
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Texas District
Director
Mike & Robin Thacker
Director’s Corner

We would like everyone to Welcome your
New District Educators to your Team. Randy and
Kathy Reese from Chapter O have accepted the
position as District Educator. With their knowledge
and commitments to GWRRA they both will make
Texas proud. Please welcome them aboard.
txed@gwrra-tx.org
We want to thank Lynn and Cindy Harris for the
great job they did as Educators and want to wish
them well with their new adventures with their work
commitments. We will be seeing them at rallies,
Instructing CPR/First Aid and putting on riding
courses.
Wing Ding has come and gone this year and we
are looking forward to next year in Billings Montana for Wing Ding 38. We have just heard this
week that they are changing the days back to
Wednesday with closing being on Saturday instead
of Sunday. Here is a little information about what
went on at Wing Ding:
 There were 9091 people that attended


355 motorcycles were in the parade through
the city

•

Over 370 Motorcycles were in the light parade

We had 8 different Countries from all over the
world attend: Canada, Israel, Switzerland, Norway,
Italy, Scotland, Germany and France. That was
awesome to see.
Not to toot our own horn----YES WE WILL……..
We had 16 Chapters from TEXAS that was resented at Wing Ding: C G G2 H I J M N2 O P R
S2 T T2 X2 Z WE WERE SO PROUD TO SEE
ALL OF YOU THERE Not to mention that Region
H rocked the House this year.







Jim and Reba Berry were selected as the Inter
national Couple of the Year (Region H)
Steve and Billie Fleming were selected as
MEC of the year (Region H)
Chapter N2 won 1st place in the most fun vid
eo of the year (Texas)
Chapter O won 3rd place in the most fun video
of the year (Texas)
Chapter T cleaned up in the bike show: Andrea
1st, Leroy 2nd, Jim Woodul 2nd (Texas)
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Air Plane toss inside the Bushtec Trailer,
Robin was 1 of 11 people to fly it inside
(Texas) (Georgia Won

Ray Garris sent the following note looking for your
pictures from Wing Ding. Thanks to all the folks who
took such great pictures at Wing Ding and during
their trip to and from Huntsville. This was such a
great time and we want to see if we can collect all
the neat pictures that have been taken and posted
on social media. Please help do this by reposting
your pictures and albums and using #WD37 only.
This will allow Deena in the Home Office to collect all
the pictures for use during the next year as we promote Wing Ding in Billings! 299011-01

Ray Garris
Now let’s get back to Texas. The month of October is busy: Check the District Calendar, Fun
Tab-Coming Event for more info:
 October 3rd: Chapter R is having a Weekend
Rally
 October 10th Chapter T-Fest is having a
Weekend Rally
 October 10th Chapter J is having a Mall
Show at Central Mall, Port Arthur TX
 October 17th Chapter H is having a Week
end Rally
While on the District Calendar check out the Events
Calendar for Rides and events you’re local Chapters
are having, PUT YOURS THERE TOO:-----GO JOIN
THEM
NOW FOR BUSINESS:
We are getting close to the end of the year paperwork. If you have any new changes in your Chapter
Team positions: Directors, Assistant Directors, Educators, MEC’s or Treasurers. We would like to get
the Appointment Papers filled out and sent to your
District Director, District Educator, District MEC or
District Treasurer before MWRU on January 9th
2016. We will need to get the certificates, patches
and pins together to present to each new Team
Member.
Mike & Robin Thacker District Directors
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October Birthdays

Leilani Smith—Oct 1
Linda Poullard—Oct 3rd
Dexter Poullard—Oct 5th
Al Hancock—Oct 13th
Gayle Thomas—Oct 13th
Paul Wood—Oct 19th
Linda Jackson—Oct 31st
Mary Hadd—Oct 31st

October Anniversaries

Russ Eaton & Mary Hadd—Oct 12th
Al Hancock & Claire Nybro— Oct 20th
John & Wanda Osborn—Oct 23rd
Lyle & Sheri Altes—Oct 25th

September Chapter O
Meeting
Door Prizes
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I believe this is the first or second time we have not
had a nomination for the Prestigious Wing Nut
Award. I know it’s hard to believe that last month
no one was observed doing anything embarrassing, thus we have to be on the lookout in the upcoming months.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Operation American Muscle
Car Show
On Saturday 12 September
at Camp Mabry
Tom Sprague
Operation American Muscle Car Show
On Saturday 12 September at Camp Mabry.
At 9:30 we had 5 bikes show up for the ride to
camp Mabry to see the American Muscle Car
show. Attending was Steve, Tom, Ken, Terry,
Russ and Mary. There were well over 100 cars in
the show, which was free to attend. Cars that participated in the show paid a registration fee and the
proceeds went to support the Wounded Warrior
Project. Cars in the show ranged from chopped up
hot rods, classic vintage cars to new corvettes and
new muscle cars. The event was really a great
way to spend a Saturday Morning. We stayed at
the show from around 10 to 11:30. There were a
lot of cars to look at. After the show four of us decided we should take a trip to our favorite bakery in
North Austin (Quacks). They have some of the
best pastries in the area. After we had our fill we
all headed our separate ways. Attached are some
pictures of just a few cars in the show.
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Educator’s Desktop
Dave & Shirley Strebbing
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It takes only a fraction of a second of front tire skid
to totally lose control of your motorcycle. If you happened to be going is a straight line when you start a
skid, your chance of recovering and not going down
is actually pretty good. But if the skid is the result of
your front-end being lifted off the ground because of
hitting something, the odds that it will come down
with the front wheel pointing straight ahead is not
very good at all.

How To Ride Over That
Thing In The Road

And survive the encounter
Parts of the article were written
By: James R. Davis

The third reason you do not want to be braking
when you hit is that the object may well be alive and
your tires will act like erasers as they go over it. Indeed, the 'object' you hit might even have been human (before you 'erased' it.)

In other words, in the real world if you see that you
are going to hit something you will naturally apply
your brakes in an effort to slow down before you do
so. Isn't that fortunate? For in order to maintain as
much control of your bike as possible WHEN you hit
it all you have to do is roll-on the throttle at the very
last moment (about 1/2 second will do very nicely.)
This will result in a weight shift from front to rear,
and allows the springs in your shock absorber system to extend. Thus, as you hit the object you have
maximum shock absorbing capacity, just when you
need it. (Don't forget to shift your weight to your
pegs and get that butt off the seat when you do this
since when the rear tire hits the obstacle it will receive a severe vertical bounce.)

Five things to do if you are going to run over something:
 Use maximum braking in an effort to stop before
you hit it.

[I suppose it is obvious, but since you are going to
experience a vertical jarring of the bike and you are
going to be lifting your butt off your seat just before
that happens, you will want to have all of your fingers wrapped around your grips at the time - not
covering any levers.]
But why not just stay on the brakes all the way, you
ask? At the very least this will insure that you hit the
object with the minimum of speed possible. What's
wrong with that?



Wrap all of your fingers around your grips - do
not 'cover' any levers



Roll-on your throttle starting about 1/2 second
before the impact and shift your weight onto
your feet.



Roll-off your throttle right after the front tire surmounts the obstacle (shifts weight to front and
lengthens the rear shocks).



Control stop (if you want to) after BOTH tires
return to the ground.

NOW FOR THE LIGHTER SIDE:
My neighbor was working in his yard when he was
startled by a late model car that came crashing
through his hedge and ended up in his front lawn.
He rushed to help an elderly lady driver out of the
car and sat her down on a lawn chair. He said with
excitement, “You appear quite elderly to be driving.”
“Well, yes I am,” she replied proudly. “I’ll be 97 next
month, and I am now old enough that I don’t even
need a driver’s license anymore.” “The last time I
went to my doctor, he examined me and asked if I
had a driver’s license. I told him yes and handed it
to him. He took scissors out of a drawer, cut the license into pieces, and threw them in the waste basket, saying, “You won’t need these any-more’, so I
thanked him and Left!”

The shock absorber system is compressed almost
as far as it will go during hard braking. That means
there is essentially no more travel left to absorb the
bump. That, in turn, means that you will FEEL and
be affected by that bump - just as if you didn't have
any shock absorber at all. You will remember that
this means that the entire bike will rise and fall at
least as much as the height of what you hit because
it is no longer 'sprung weight'. And it is just such
bike motion which usually translates into loss of control!
Another, but equally important reason you do not
want to have your brakes maximally applied at the
time you hit the object is that you are then at, or
past, the point of a skid. When you hit you will certainly pass that point and end up in a skid.

Doug Boemecke Iowa District Senior Educator
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Kickstands Up!
Upcoming Events

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list,
visit the Chapter O web site at www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
Date

Chapter

Event

Location

Contact/Email/Web
GWRRA Chapter T
Jim & Alvalin Woodul

Phone

Oct 10

T-Fest

699 E. Veterans
Memorial Blvd.
Harker Heights, TX

Oct
15-17

Hallo-Wing on the
Lake Oklahoma

Hubert, OK
Sequoyah Lodge

Oct
15-17

Mississippi District

Gulfport, MS

Ken & Betty Tarver

Oct 17

Wings in the Park

Raymond Russell
Park 20644 IH 10W

Charles Flemming
6702 Connie Mack Dr
San Antonio,78240

Oct 20

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Highway 183
and Duval

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Oct 31

Halloween

Everywhere

Nov 11

Texas Honor Ride

Brook Army Medical
Center

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Nov 17

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Highway 183
and Duval

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Dec 5

Chapter O
Christmas Party

Catfish Parlour

John Osborn

512-528-8105

254-634-4658

405-397-3850

662-890-9422
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CARROT CAKE
Recipe from Jennifer VanOrsdale
(Submitted by Dawn Sprague)

2 C. Flour
2 tsp Baking Powder
1 1/2 tsp, Baking Soda
1 tsp. Salt
2 C. Granulated Sugar
1 1/2 C. Oil
4 Eggs
1/2 C Chopped Nuts
2 C. Grated Carrots
8 1/2 oz Can Crushed Pineapple (Drained)
Sift together all the day ingredients together
EXCEPT sugar. Add sugar, oil, eggs and
mix well. Add carrots, nuts, and pineapple.
Turn into 2 greased and floured 9” pans or 1
(10” x 14”) cake pan. Bake at 350 degrees
for 36-40 minutes. (longer for larger pan).
Cool
Frosting:
1/2 E/ Butter, softened
1 tsp. Vanilla
8 oz. Cream Cheese, softened
1 lb. box Powered Sugar
Cream above ingredients. Add enough milk
for spreading consistency to ice cake.

==================================
Remember to submit your recipes, once
we have enough recipes we will put together a Chapter O Cookbook.
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013

John & Wanda Osborn
303 Jeffery Drive
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
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