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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information
is on page 2. Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 10. Or just visit our Web www.goldwingaustin.org
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Chapter Meetings
The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval

From the Chapter Director
John & Wanda Osborn
Chapter O
I do believe summer has arrived. Several
months ago it did nothing but rain and it was
hard to plan rides. I seemed like it rained each
and every weekend, now I am not complaining
about the rain, but it did make riding difficult.
Now we are having hot and I do mean hot weather. Ken and Randy have
both led some early morning rides, to beat the heat, for breakfast. On the
ride to Thorndale JC and Millie met us there for breakfast. Looking for some
more rides and let's get creative.
How to Present Chapter Rides
Chapter rides are a complicated and large issue. If you look at most calendars all you see is Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Rides.
Question: Are we going to eat when we got out on a ride? More than likely
yes.
Question: Are a lot of Chapters that go on Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Rides
going from a KSU direct route to a restaurant? Yes
So how do we change a mind set when it comes to riding? The simple
change is renaming a ride. Using names like “Just a Ride”, Mystery Ride”,
continued on page 3
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Mike & Becky Stevenson 985-725-1475
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Steve & Carolyn Cotton 918-245-7111
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dan.sanderovich@gmail.com

MFA Coordinators
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365

Deputy Directors
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Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 pm. The location is at the IHOP
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval
Road in Austin, TX. In case you get lost, the phone
number is 512-345-7124.
Please see page 10 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!
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Texas District
Director
Mike & Robin Thacker
Director’s Corner

“Tail of the Tarpon Ride”, “Ocklawaha River Ride”,
“Stud Run”, “Full or Blue Moon Ride”, “Horse Farm
Ride”, “Brown Bag Lunch Ride” & “Rick’s Ride”. If
nothing else by naming a ride something other than
Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner Ride people have a different perception of the ride. Did we eat on these
rides…Yes! Yes we still list specific Breakfast,
Lunch or Dinner Rides on the calendar but they are
the exception versus the rule.

We have been having a great time delivering
awards to different Chapters this year after our rally.
The ones off the top of our heads were several
“Officers Certification Program” (OCP) completion
certificates and pins. Chapter C had six that complete the Program and we delivered 4 to Chapter
X2.

The other thing that needs to be added when it
comes to rides is destinations and/or things to do.
Over the last year these are some of the things we
have done: Watermelon Festival, Thunder by the
178476-01 Bay, Manatee Festival, Kumquat Festival, Lipizzaner Stallions, Dairy Farm, Retired Horse
Farm, Daytona Bike Week, Myakka River State
Park, Ocala Horse Farms, Drum Circle, Tubing,
Jungle Gardens, Butterfly Museum, Stain Glass
Museum, Pontoon Boat Tour,

We also delivered a very special award to Jim and
Alvalin Woodul from Chapter T in Killeen for being
awarded the “Senior Chapter Director”. They will
wear their patches proudly.
Let’s not forget to visit and join in the fun when our
Texas Chapters put on a weekend rally for everyone
to enjoy. See the flyers that are attached in the
newsletter for Chapter’s T’s T-Fest on October 10th
in Harker Heights and Chapter H’s Wings in the
Park” on October 17th at Raymond Russell Park in
San Antonio. We are looking forward to other Chapters to join in on the fun. We have already participated in Chapter J’s, M2’s and I’s Rally’s. It is a lot of
fun to get out and visit and have fun with our friends.
We would like to see a lot more of Texas come out
and play with us. Don’t forget a Chapter that plays ,
together, stays together.

So how do you make above work?
First thing is you have to have a Chapter Team
that supports the idea and is willing to train the
Chapter on the concept.
Second is you need people in the Chapter that
are will to find new/interesting things to do. One key
is keeping the cost down.
Third and probably

Wing Ding is less than a month away. We have finalized our plans for our trip. We will be riding
through Deals Gap and visiting Ruby Falls, taking a
dinner cruise on the Southern Belle Riverboat and
visiting the 1909 Terminal Station, better known as
the world famous Chattanooga Choo Choo Hotel.
The 24 acre complex boast two hotel buildings, on
site dining, retail shops, tranquility Rose Gardens,
you can even be a guest overnight in a beautifully
restored authentic sleeper car.
We will be arriving on Tuesday so we can support
Jim and Reba Berry in the International Couple of
the Year Selection process at 1:30, don’t forget to
wear your safety green/yellow shirts so they can
look out into the audience and see all of us out there
showing our support.
(continued on page 6)
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Jack Wagner
GWRRA Deputy Director
Region H Trainer
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Reba & Jim Berry
Region H Directors

Remember When You Were
New?

The very first thing we
would like to do is welcome and thank Billie and Steve Fleming for assuming the position of Assistant Region Director. They
will continue to serve as our Region MEC’s as well
and as we all know, they have been doing a “bang
up” job there. When you see them at Wing Ding, give
them a back slap, a hand shake and a good old
thank you!

One thing we all have in
common, besides our love
for Gold Wings (and ice cream), is that we were all
new members at one time. Remember when you
first joined GWRRA? Remember your first chapter
gathering? I was attending a recent chapter gathering and began talking about Wing Ding and a new
member raised his hand and asked “What's a Wing
Ding?”. I was thankful they asked the question rather than just wondering what I was talking about.
Sometimes we forget what it was like to be new.

Speaking of Wing Ding; it’s coming up in 40 days
from this newsletter publish date. Wow! Do you have
your ride planned and your reservations made? I
hope so. This will be the busiest Wing Ding Reba
and I have ever attended. Being new at the Region
Director thing and being involved in couple selection
has our plate full. Please help us out by signing up
as a volunteer for the bike show on our webpage at
www.gwrra-h.org

So let's help our new members and give them a
proper orientation. If your chapter has several newer
members, consider holding a member orientation
day using the Member Orientation seminars. It’s a
great way to socialize and get to know these new
folks – and since HOT weather is coming, it is a
great way to spend an afternoon – especially if
some 'cool treats' are part of the plan. At the very
least, download the Member Orientation Guide from
the Membership Enhancement section (http://
mep.gwrra.org/mec/NewMembersGuide
(Rev2011).pdf), Consider personalizing it by adding
a page listing all of your Chapter, District and even
Region officers and their contact information as well
as appropriate websites. Have a copy available to
give to new members. It’s full of all kinds of information from a bit of GWRRA history to how we're
organized and some definitions and acronyms
(which we tend to use too much).

One of the things you are going to hear at the couple
selection is, “You are all winners but only one couple
can be selected as International Couple of the Year.
There are no losers!” That sort of sounds like something to ease the non-selected participants’ minds,
but let me tell you how true this really is.
When you are Chapter Couple you get to help out
your Chapter Team. Yes, you get to sell tickets, but
can you think of another way you can so easily interact with all the chapter members more efficiently?
Then you move up to the District selection. You don’t
have to, but you’re really missing out if you don’t.
The couples who were in this process became great
friends of ours. We visit and ride together frequently.
Not only did we become friends with them, but
friends with their friends! Most of these have moved
on to leadership positions at various levels within the
organization. Same thing occurred at the Region level. Now that we are in the International Selection, we
have met 3 of the other 8 couples. We can honestly
say we have enjoyed our time spent with these new
friends and look forward to meeting the others.

Oh, this isn't just for new members either. I was conducting one of the Member Orientation seminars at
Wing Ding, and sitting in the front row were some
Life Members. I asked why they were attending this
particular seminar and they said it was the only one
needed to complete their Leadership Training and
obtain the hanger bar. However, when the seminar
was over, each of them came up and told me they
learned something they weren't aware of – even
with over 20 years of membership! Maybe the old
dogs can be taught. This is just one more of the resources available to aid officers in fulfilling the obligations set forth in the Officer Handbook and Memorandum of Understanding.
The more you know, the better it gets!

(continue of page 7
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Themed Door Prize when to
Andrea Douglas

OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Dawn Sprague
OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Tom and Dawn were away for this
meeting so I am posting the pictures
taken at the meeting, however I do not know 381734
.
the details like Dawn would have
recorded.
50/50 Prize

August Anniversaries
Dave Strebbing won
The 20/50 = $17.00

Mark & Lynn Heene—Aug 4th
Chuck & Kay Marling—Aug 16th
Bruce & Martha Wade—Aug 20th
Mari & Margaret Peres—Aug 20th
Hubert & Linda Jackson—Aug 21st

August Birthdays
Ken Burnett
The 30/50 = $26.00

Russ Miller—Aug 3rd
Randy Reese—Aug 6th
Yolanda Garcia—Aug 12th
Hubert Jackson—Aug 18th
Gayle Woodrow—Aug 20th
Mary Seay—Aug 23rd
Julie Diggs—Aug 23rd
Pam Stokem—Aug 24th
Mary Isaacs—Aug 28th
Teri Burnett—Aug 29th
Ken Burnett—Aug 30th
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2015-2016
Couple of the Year
Ken & Teri Burnett

Lyle & Sheri Altes
Assistant Directors
Chapter O

As August comes upon us, we think back to
the many rides that have come and gone And
now we are looking at school starting back up,
traffic will be heavier.
The weather should be starting to cool off a bit
in a month or two. It will be good cool riding
weather. We are hoping to be among you..
T-Fest will be in October, we encourage everyone to plan on riding up to attend the Fest.
We had a lot of fun last year. Let’s show our
support for their chapter.
Before you know it the Christmas Party will be
upon us, and another year has come and
gone.
Start thinking about rides that we can take together. We try to think of ways to get new
blood into our Chapter. It occurred to me the
other day, if we are more visible riding together, we may just attract new membership.
When you see a group of people out having
fun, people will want to know how they can join
and have some of that fun.
I would ask that everyone try to come up with
ideas to recruit some new members into our
Chapter.
Reminder !!
We are planning a First Aid refresher course
September 26th. If you think you would like to
join, please email Dave Strebbing to get
signed up.

www.goldwingaustin.org

Chapter T2 Meeting

On Tuesday July
14th Teri & I attended Chapter T2’s
monthly meeting at the Salsa’s Mexican restaurant in Georgetown. We played hooky and went
out to do some visiting as Couple of the Year. It
was a nice change from IHOP and the staff
meeting for Chapter O. We went early to eat dinner and visit before the meeting. They had a
sign in sheet by the door for a record of everyone who attended. It is interesting to see how
other chapters operate and to get some different
ideas. LeRoy and Andrea were there from Chapter T, man they get around a lot! It was a good
meeting, informative and fun. I spoke about the
Couple of the Year program, the fun and honor
of being selected. I guess that I had visitors luck
because I won the 20 percent drawing. We really enjoyed their meeting and encourage all of
Chapter O members to attend their meeting on
the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Salsa’s Mexican restaurant on Rivery Blvd right off of I35 in
Georgetown.
====================================
(continued from page 3

There are still spaces available to help out with
the Bike Show. Region H is heading up the bike
show and we always come through to get the
job done. Just go to the Region H website and
click on Wing Ding Bike Show Signup and it will
take to an area to place your name in the area
you would like to help.
There will be a volunteers meeting on Thursday
to go over the event. The bike show itself is on
Friday September 4th. We are looking forward
to seeing everyone there, we are ready to ride.
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Beat the Heat Breakfast Ride 7/25/15

I am sure we all enjoy our chapter friends. We love to
ride, fellowship and dine with them. Why do we want
to restrict our playing field? We now have riding, fellowshipping and dining friends all over the United
States and hopefully soon to be Canada!
GET INVOLVED!
PARTICIPATE, PARTICIPATE,
PARTICIPATE!
Oh, and BTW, when you are sitting out in the concert
hall, squirming in your seat while the 9 couples go
through their drills on stage, know that the couples
backstage are having a great time. They maybe even
playing FARKLE!

Hey O!
With temperatures now reaching 100 degrees but
still wanting to take a ride, Kathy and I led a ride to
the Uptown Café in Thorndale. We had 6 bikes and
8 riders including Randy and Kathy (riding her Aero),
John and Wanda Osborn, Steven Thomas and Ken
Burnet. We also invited Pflugerville friends and potential Chapter O members Jim McDonald and Chelsea Robertson. They ride an 1800 VTX.
We left the meet spot at 7:30 a.m. to “Beat the Heat”
and it was a pleasant mid-70s. Our first stop with the
Huntington Sculpture Garden in Coupland, TX. It’s
on a 1-acre plot and has about 50 different statues,
monoliths and sculptures made of huge blocks of
granite and many include metals such as stainless
steel and copper. It is a surprise to many who come
upon it. We hid a Goldwing medallion in one of the
sculptures and after a short “scavenger hunt”, Jim
McDonald found the medallion and won a free
breakfast. This is definitely a destination that our
chapter needs to revisit in the near future.

Kansas and Oklahoma Rallies are just over the horizon! Info is available at the end of this newsletter.
Jim & Reba Berry

We then rode up to Thorndale to the Uptown Café
(not to be confused with the Downtown City Café).
They had an outstanding breakfast buffet that included everything from bacon and eggs to pork chops
and eggs benedict. While we were there, we had a
nice surprise when JC and Millie Fazzino showed up
to eat breakfast with us. It was really good to see
them. We were told by the locals that the café also
has a wonderful Sunday brunch buffet. We hope to
go back soon to try it out when the weather cools
down – maybe early fall.
After the meal, Ken led us back home via several
back roads including a drive through the big city of
Hare. We got home about 11:15 and it wasn’t even
90 degrees yet.
R & K Reese
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Ken Burnett
Ride Coordinator
Crazy Gals Café Breakfast
Ride
On Saturday July 11th, we had 8
bikes with 12 riders and 1 person
in a car meet up at the HEB in
Cedar Park for a ride to Crazy Gals Café in Burnet.
We headed out FM 1431 through Jonestown, Lago
Vista and over through Oatmeal before coming into
Burnet and making our way to the Crazy Gals Café
where we meet up with another person in a car. I had
planned this ride several months ago and put it into
my GPS, but I am glad that I reviewed the route that
morning before leaving the house. It seems that I did
not hit my first waypoint at the HEB and my GPS kept
telling me to turn back and go to the HEB for the
whole trip, but we made it without incident (no U-turn).
We had to pull some tables together between the
front door and the counter because it is a small café.
We enjoyed lots of conversation and a really good
breakfast. The conversation spilled out into the parking lot as several people started to leave and head
their own way home. A few of us took the scenic route
home by way of Park Rd 4 along Inks lake and Longhorn Caverns over to Marble Falls where a couple of
us headed down FM 1431 back to our homes. We
had some great riding, good food and great friendship. It was a Gold Wing day!

Other than the 50/50 drawing the highlight of each
meeting is the Wing Nut Award. Normally we do
not lack nominations and this month was no exception. We had three worthy nominations but unfortunately we can have one winner. First Kathy
Reese nominated Randy. They spent the weekend
in Leakey and when he got up on Saturday morning he discovered the battery was dead in is scooter. They tried to jump start it but couldn't keep in
running. Randy went into San Antonio to Alamo
Cycle, they advertise and support our rally, and
bought a new battery. Installed it and of course it
started like it should. Randy figured out why the
battery went dead, it appears that when he turned
the key to the off position, he did not stop there, he
went one more position and what this did was turn
on the tail light. So if he had paid attention when
he turned off the scooter he would not have run
down the battery. Fred Gnuechtel attended our
staff meeting, and our staff meetings are open to
all. During our meeting Helen called and came
over after she got off work. At the
conclusion of the meeting as we
were walking out and Fred stated
although it was a small crowd it was
a good meeting. I told him we had
several members attending Chapter
T2's meeting tonight and that is why it was small.
Then the light went on, Fred said wasn't this our
normal meeting night and of course we said no. He
looked at his phone and sure enough, he was supposed to go to T2's meeting. We had one more
nominee but I cannot remember who it was. After
we voted Fred won this month Wing Nut Award.

Ken Burnett
Ride Coordinator

Remember to Hydrate!
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Educator’s Desktop
Dave & Shirley Strebbing
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Let's assume a wet street surface and that you are
moving at 60 MPH. At a 10 fps deceleration rate it
will take you 8.8 seconds to stop after you begin
applying your brakes. (A total of 9.8 seconds from
the time the threat we earlier talked about presents
itself.) The distance you would travel before coming
to a complete stop is 475 feet.

4.5 seconds is not a lot of time
- but it could be the rest of your
life. 4.5 seconds is also (not
really a coincidence) about how
long it SHOULD take you to
stop your motorcycle after applying your brakes at 60
MPH!
Stopping a motorcycle as fast as possible requires that you master only a few fundamentals:

If, however, the road is dry, it would take you only a
total of 6.9 seconds to stop, (including the 1 second
recognition/reaction delay.) and the distance traveled until you came to rest would be 346 feet. Clearly the more effective your braking is, the less time it
takes to stop, and the less distance traveled. With
practice, your braking skills should easily allow you
to attain deceleration rates in excess of 20 fpsps.
What would that mean in our example threat scenario? It would mean that you could stop your motorcycle in a total of 5.4 seconds (including the
second delay.) and your total stopping distance
would be only 281.5 feet!

•Alertness - No matter how fast your reflexes are or
how skillful you are with your brakes, if you don't see
the need to stop, you won't.
•Reflexes - First you need time to recognize a threat
and decide to react to it, then your fast reflexes take
over and make the difference.
•Skill - Under-utilizing your brakes is just as dangerous as over-doing it.

By enhancing your braking skills with practice you
can shave 64.5 feet and 1.5 seconds off 'normal'
results. And you could shave off another nearly 9
feet just by covering your brakes. That brings the
distance traveled before stopping down by about
73.5 feet.

Let's get a feel for magnitudes.
It usually takes about .7 seconds to recognize a
threat. A person with normal reflexes takes about .3
seconds to start braking from the moment he realizes
he has to do so. Combined, that's about 1 full second
from the time a threat presents itself to you and you
begin to slow down.

73.5 feet is about four car-lengths!

At 60 MPH you travel 88 FEET in 1 second!
That it takes you about .7 seconds to recognize the
threat is a mental reality. But it does not necessarily
take .3 seconds to react to it. The simple practice of
always covering your front brake can shave a full
tenth of a second (1/3!!) of that time away. That's almost 9 FEET!
Traffic Engineers have some rules-of-thumb they developed over time. They, for example, have found that
if the street surface is dry, the average person can
safely decelerate an automobile at the rate of 15 feet
per second per second (fpsps). That is, an average
person can slow down at this rate without any real
likelihood that they will lose control in the process.
If the surface is wet they assume a deceleration rate
of 10 fpsps is safely attainable by almost anyone.
Ken and Teri Burnett earned their Level II
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Kickstands Up!
Upcoming Events

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list,
visit the Chapter O web site at www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html
Date

Chapter

Event

Location

Aug 18

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Duval

Sep 3-6

Wing Ding

Huntsville, AL

Sep 15

Chapter O Meeting

Sep
17-19

Contact/Email/
Web

Phone

Jon Osborn

512-528-8105

IHOP Duval

Jon Osborn

512-528-8105

Kansas District
Convention

Wichita, Kansas

Jack or Doris
Schoeck

620-341-0426

Oct 10

T-Fest

Harker Heights, TX

Jim & Alvalin
Woodul

254-634-4658

Oct
15-17

Oklahoma District
Convention

Hulbert, OK
Sequoyah Lodge

Wings in the Park

Raymond Russell
Park 20644 IH10W

Texas Honor Ride

Brooke Army
Medical Center

Oct 17

Nov 14

Chapter
H

Charles Flemming
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No recipes
submitted
for August

CLASSIFIEDS
None
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013

John & Wanda Osborn
303 Jeffery Drive
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
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