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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information
is on page 2. Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 12. Or just visit our Web www.goldwingaustin.org
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Chapter Meetings
The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval

From the Chapter Director
John & Wanda Osborn
.
As we head into the spring the weather is getting nicer and riding season is fast approaching.
Let’s put our thinking caps on lets plan some
rides. Along with spring comes the rally season
which kicks off with Louisiana District Rally followed the next weekend by our very own Blue Bonnet Rally. Since we have
had some rain this year, we are still in a severe drought, maybe the Blue
Bonnets will be in bloom. I know the last couple of years the Blue Bonnets
were next to nothing.
Now that weather is improving and as we get ready to ride let’s not forget
we need to check “T-CLOC” our bikes before we go on our first ride. For
those who plan on riding to some of the rallies where you have to pack for
several days here are some things we need to think about. A well thought
out packing and loading plan is another oft ignored preparation for a long
ride that should be of the same importance as checking the tires. Think
about it! Improper loading and packing can over load your bike, place stress
on your tires, and adversely affect the braking, balance, and handling of the
bike/trike.
continued on page 3

Gold Wing Road Riders Association—Newsletter

April 2015
Chapter O Team

TX District Team

Director
Merchandise Coordinator
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105

Director
Mike & Robin Thacker, 281-686-8892

Assistant Director
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860

Assistant Director
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071

Educator
Dave Strebbing 512-750-9418

Educators
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-4386

Secretary/Treasurer
Hubert Jackson, 512-567-8350

Trainer
Jennifer & Johnny Ervin, 281-608-0804

Membership Enhancement
Dawn Sprague, 512-301-3092

MEC Coordinator
2010 COY Coordinator
Steve & Donna VanGlider, 210-391-9495

Ride Coordinator
Ken Burnett, 512-497-1259
Couple of the Year 2015
Ken & Teri Burnett 512-497-1259
Newsletter Editor
Sheri Altes 512-415-1920
Ways and Means
Dave & Shirley Strebbing 512-750-9418
Webmaster
Lyle Altes, 512-535-7230
Camping Coordinator
Billy Laue, 512-773-2602

2014-15 COY
Cliff & Gillian Allen, 972-207-7557
Treasurer
Diane Shults, 713-562-3994
Entertainment Coordinator
Vendor Coordinator
Kenny Shults, 281-642-4619
Chapter of the Year Coordinator
Robin Thaker
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Tom Sprague, 858-755-6071

Seamstress
Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559

International Team
Director GWRRA
Ray & Sandy Garris
director@gwrra.org

Director of Divisions / Programs
Dave & Gwen Carter
foxwing1@sbcglobal.net

Rider Education Director

Region H Team
Director / Trainer
Jack Wagner 405-359-7892
Assistant Director / NL Editor
Jim & Reba Berry 318-348-1275
Assistant Director
Garry & Phylis VanBuskirk, 316-321-0896

Tony Van Schaick
avanschaick@nc.rr.com

Educator, Webmaster
Sam & Anita Belinoski

Leadership Training

Treasurer &
Chapter of the Year Coord.
Ed & Ann Nahl, 405-321-6467

Paul & Cheryl Brosher
pbrosher@sbcglobal.net

Membership Enhancement
Ed & Linda Johnson
MED4U@comcast.net

Global Affairs
Dan Sanderovich
dan.sanderovich@gmail.com

Deputy Directors

Bob & Nancy Shrader - Regions A, B, D, N
Bill & Dea Ann Gray - Regions E, H
Anita & JR Alkire - Regions F, I

Motorists Awareness Division Coord.
Larry & Brenda Penepent 479-818-7188
2014-2015 COY
Jim & Reba Berry, 318-348-1275
MFA Coordinators
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-1365
Vendor Coordinators
Ruby Seal 903-856-5153
Member Enhancement,
Couple of the Year Coordinator,
Patch Princess
Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038

2

www.goldwingaustin.org

Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 pm. The location is at the IHOP
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval
Road in Austin, TX. In case you get lost, the phone
number is 512-345-7124.
Please see page 12 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!
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(continued from pate 1)

So where should you begin your preparations to
pack & load your Goldwing? Why you go to MOM
of course! Just like when you were a child you went
to Mom as the helpful authority figure. Now as an
adult you go to MOM (Motorcycle Owner’s Manual)
the helpful authority on the Goldwing. On page 4952 my MOM states the maximum weight capacity is
410-419 lbs. that includes the rider, passenger, all
cargo, and all accessories. The cargo weight alone
is 71 lbs. and is broken down as 20 lbs. for the top
box (travel trunk), 20 lbs. for each saddle bag, 4.5
lbs. for each fairing pocket, and 1.0 lb. for each
trunk side pocket. Check the lids on these compartments and you should see small stickers displaying the same weight limits. If you add highway
pegs (6 lbs.), running boards for the rider (6 lbs.),
transformer boards for the co-rider (6 lbs.), luggage
rack (3-5 lbs.), co-rider arm rests (3-5 lbs.), and a
trailer hitch (20-25 lbs.), you have used between 44
-53 lbs. of your allowable weight. If we allow the
rider and co-rider each three changes of clothing @
5 lbs. each for a total of 30 lbs. we have easily exceeded our maximum allowable weight capacity of
our Goldwing. Notice my weight estimates are conservative and haven’t taken into account the weight
of helmets, riding jackets, rain gear, first aid kit,
hand tools, or the 30 lbs. of tongue weight from
your trailer.

When I opened the floor nominations for this
month’s Wing Nut award the room suddenly got quiet, and mean quiet. At first I thought maybe we
were not going to have any nominations and this
would have been the second time this year that we
did not have a Wing Nut Award winner. Enrique
was there and I thought for sure he would be nominated, and when Yolanda got up he was surprised.
He was pretty sure he was safe this month, but
Yolanda said it was her, she was telling on herself.
It goes like this, she was wearing sweat pants and
she had her phone in one of the pockets and when
she went to the restroom her cell phone fell out of
the pocket and right into the toilet. Enrique spoke
up and said “oh that’s why you had to get a new
phone”. It appears this 351456 was the first time
Enrique had hear this. Needless to say Yolanda
won this month Wing Nut Award.
Since the Blue Bonnet and Region H Rally is before
our next meeting I am sure we will get some nominations.

As you pack, try to place the weight as low and
close to the center of your motorcycle as possible.
Balance the weight evenly on both sides. Keep
heavy items on the bottom. Keep the lids and caps
of items tightly closed, and I recommend all liquids
be stowed away in their own plastic bags. Make
sure all cargo is tied down and packed secure to
avoid shifting weight. While most of us have a luggage rack on our top box, you must realize the top
box lid was not designed to carry weight and should
not have items weighing over 5-10 lbs. strapped to
it. When packing a motorcycle trailer pack the
heaviest items to the bottom and directly over or
ahead of the axle. If you shift, eat, or dispose of anything heavy in the trailer or cooler that will require
you to adjust or re-distribute the load. Now that we
have packed our belongings, lets double check our
tire pressure and bring the pressure to the required
rating. Adjust the rear suspension pre-load to allow
for the increased load and remember to check the
headlight beam adjustment since you have
changed from the normal load. Hope I’ve given you
food for thought when packing and loading your
Wing!

AND…
The WingNut
Goes to
Yolanda Garcia
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anyone, any time, and attend as many events as
possible in order to accurately represent your voice
to National. Region H is the greatest! Thank you
from the bottom of my heart for allowing me the privilege of serving Region H as your Director.

Region H
Director's Corner
Jack Wagner

It’s Almost Here!!!

Jack

The Region H rally is nearly here! And yes, I said
'rally'. We no longer have to refer to them as
'conventions'. The theme for this year's rally is
'Catch the H Train', so get your railroad or hobo attire ready and head on down to Marshall, TX. Have
you registered yet? If not, you have until March 31
to register and still be included in the mini grand
prize drawing at opening ceremonies Thursday
evening. Your Region H team has a trainload of fun
planned with quite a few new activities – lots of
games, both on-bike and off; the art party will feature a totally new concept; guided lunch rides;
downtown street dance; hobo costume contest and
the Chapter Challenge - those are just a few of the
new things happening this year. Of course, there will
be all of the other things you've grown used to seeing at Region H - various Chapter competitions, bike
and light shows, seminars, rider courses, first aid/
cpr classes, Couple of the Year selection, announcement of the Region H Chapter of the Year,
lots of vendors of interest to both the guys and the
girls, the list goes on and on. And one other very
important item 162898-01 will happen at closing –
the announcement and swearing in of a new Region
H Director. If you haven't made plans to attend,
please consider coming to Marshall April 16-18.
Can't get away for the whole rally – think about coming for the day. If you're not there, we will miss you
and you will only get to read about the fun rather
than being part of it!

The Hospitality Region
===========================
Monthly Meeting Photos
Gail and Paul

I'm sure you've seen the announcements that Bill &
Dea Ann Gray relinquished their role as Deputy Directors. They did a tremendous job in that position
and we all thank them for their service. I was very
honored to have been selected to fill the position,
however that means I also have to turn over the
reins of Region H, which makes me kind of sad.
Being your Region H Director is something I have
truly enjoyed. But I'm not going away, only changing
the rockers on my vest – and obtaining yet another
set of shirts. Serving you, the Members, is something I do not take lightly and the best way I know to
do that is continuing to be available to talk with
4
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OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Dawn Sprague

Door Prizes:
Yolanda Garcia -- Cup of Chocolates

OH YEAH CHAPTER O

Dave Strebbing -- Cup of Chocolates
Sherry Morrison -- The Progressive Theme Jar

It was Great seeing everyone at our
March 17th Gathering!! A Big Welcome to Steve &
Sherry Morrison-Directors from Chapter T2; Ken &
Teri Burnett's Grandson, Dawson, and Cliff & Gillian
Allen (our Texas District Couple of the Year).
Dave Strebbing gave a Super Talk on "Intersection
Escape Route". Thank You!!!!

50/50:
20% - $25.00 -- Fred Gnuechtel
30% - $38.00 -- Sherry Morrison
With the extra time we had after our Meeting, Randy
Reese used us to try out the "WINGO" Game. Gillian
Allen was our Winner and received a small motorcycle frame. Congrats.!!

Cliff & Gillian Allen will be competing for the "Region
Couple of the Year" at the Region Convention in
Marshall (April 16th - 18th). PLEASE come out AND
Support them!!! Remember to wear your Texas Shirt Keep Looking at our Ride Calendar and join us!!!
on Thursday (April 16th) AND Support them on Friday with Texas Flags, etc. for the Region Couple of
Till then,
the Year Competition!!!!
Ride Safe, Ride Often & Have Fun
What a Beautiful day it turned out to be for the 2nd
Annual Gene Thomas Ride on March 7th. Thank
Dawn Sprague
You Tom Sprague for leading the ride to the Catfish
Parlor on Route 71. We ALL miss you Gene!!
Again, another Beautiful day for the rescheduled Patriot Guard Ride on March 14th. Luckily, 6 of our
Member were able to participate. Thank You Russ
Miller for keeping us posted on this Ride!!

Dawn Always Welcomes
Our Guests, Announces
Our Birthdays and
Anniversaries

The Monthly Progressive Drawing was up to $40.00
and the Big Winner was Tom Sprague. Congrats!!!
Of the 2 GWRRA Number's posted in the March
Newsletter, one was claimed though didn't get the
"Prize" as the member wasn't at the gathering. Keep
looking for your GWRRA Number and come to our
Monthly Gathering to claim your "Prize".
The Prestigious WingNut Award went to Yolanda
Garcia. HILARIOUS!!!
Our Annual Bluebonnet Rally is just around the corner. Remember to bring 2 Dozen Cookies AND be
generous with your donation of "Can Goods" for the
Fredericksburg Food Pantry!!
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MONTHLY MEETING FELLOWSHIP AND DOOR PRIZES!
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WINGO
Randy testing the game before we do it at the
Bluebonnet Rally

April Anniversaries

Lyle & Sheri Altes—Apr 10th
Ken & Terri Burnett—Apr 20th
Dexter & Linda Poullard—Apr 30th

April Birthdays
Mark Peres—Apr 15th
Enrigue Garcia—Apr 17th
Kathy Reese—Apr 19th
Bruce Wade—Apr 22nd
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Texas District Director
Mike & Robin Thacker
Director’s Corner

We just left the Florida Rally and what fun we had.
It is interesting to go and visit other Rallies to see
how differently they do things. We found out that
Florida has 33 Chapters in their state and they all
are very active. They all have little weekend Rallies
and everyone visits to support each other.
They were happy to see 15 people from Texas
came to their Rally, they also had folks from Mississippi, South Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Tennessee and Alabama.
It did not matter that they only had two seminars a
day, people were involved with other activities to
keep them busy. It was great to meet some great
folks we will see again at other events.
We are now on the way to visit our dear friends at
the Louisiana District Rally. We always have a
great time. Louisiana District team did a great job
at their Rally, they had near 500 people attend. We
are hoping that Texas steps up to match the attendance Louisiana had. That would be an awesome way for the members of Texas to show their
support.

www.goldwingaustin.org

making those decisions also. Having a suggestion
box at every meeting with a pencil and paper placed
at every chair for them to write suggestions down is
one way. Draw a suggestion at every meeting and
make it happen. We read every newsletter and see
all the fun things that everyone is having, let’s not
stop there, let’s start making plans. Take a look at
the District calendar and get some ideas for some
rides.
We are very happy to see a lot of chapters placing
their events on the District Calendar, we look at it
daily and it is great to see that Chapters are still very
active and have a lot of great rides planned.
We hope that everyone will come to the District Rally
and support Texas. We need the support and participation from our Texas members. Our team has
come up with a great Rally for everyone but the
members are what makes the Rally, it’s no fun having fun without you guys.
We have set a lot of goals that we would like to see
completed during our tenure as your Directors, all of
the goals benefits the members but we have to get
your support first, so come on out and join in on the
fun activities. See you at the Texas District Rally in
Temple
Mike & Robin Thacker

In three weeks we will be going to take the H train
at the Region H Rally. We can’t wait to dress up as
Hobo’s for the street dance.
Your Texas District Rally is coming up very quickly.
It is less than a month away. We know that Texas
needs a lot of work on getting people back involved with each other as a team, but we have noticed that the members still want to be involved but
they are looking for the guidance from their leaders.
Good leadership begins at the Chapter level. It is
very important to have Chapter Directors and a
good team behind them. We all know that fun and
excitement is contagious and everyone wants to
have fun but sometimes they need to be led to the
fun. Chapter Directors and their team should be
constantly looking for fun things for their Chapter to
do. They should get their Chapter involved in
8
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Lyle & Sheri Altes
Asst. Chapter Director

Ken & Teri Burnett

2015 Couple of
the Year
Rally Season is definitely here. It is that time of year
we get to travel with our friends and family . It also is
the time to be able to re-establish new friends we may
have met from the rallies we attended last year.

Door prize jar fun
Wow, so Ken and I won the March door prize jar. I
just wanted to say what a great idea this is. Pretty
sure Dawn came up with it, but feel, free to correct
me if I’m wrong. My short term memory hasn’t been
the greatest lately. Our jar was March themed, St.
Patrick’s day. Ken had a lot of fun with that one at
work and the chapter meeting trying to collect a few
extra bucks wearing the cute green cat hat. My (Pap)
always called them his cat hats. I think he actually
made a few.

We have the Bluebonnet, then Region H Rally to go
to. I know sometimes it is difficult to make all the Rallies, but if you have to pick one, beside our Bluebonnet Rally I would highly recommend the Texas District Rally. It is not too far away, just to Temple.

If you can, it would be great for as many of our members to come on Friday to support Randy and Kathy
Reese, as they are in the running for the District Couple of the Year. It would be nice if we all could be
But, we truly had a lot of fun trying to fill up that jar there for them. But even if you can not get off work
with a theme since it was April that part was easy we on Friday, for those of us still working, ride up on Satchose Easter. I think we started out at World Market urday.
on our first date night after the meeting. We always
have a date night on Mondays. There we found the It really looks to be fun, the District Team has many
Easter Pez toy and some eggs. Next, we were in different activities planned to have some fun. The
CVS and he found the cute little bunny that fit on top theme is Temple of the Goldwingers. The district
of the jar perfectly. But, it wasn’t finished until he team announced it last year in costume. They are
planning Chapter Competition, Bingo, Chapter Feud,
topped it off with a few Cadbury Eggs.
Bike Show, On Stage Competitions. So please try to
It was exciting to see who won it next (Sherry and attend this Rally and Have some fun, knowledge, and
Steve). It will be interesting to see what it becomes safety.
at the next meeting?
See everyone at the next meeting!

Look and see what
Miss Kathy got for
her Birthday,
And Old Friend!
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a car to pass before turning may be the thing
that saves your life. Just think, waste thirty seconds waiting, or gain countless years of life because you waited. Think ahead, don’t get in a
hurry and realize if your mind is not in it don’t
ride. You are a big reason why you arrive safely
or unsafely somewhere.

May is Motorcycle
Awareness Month
Excerpts taken from Motorcycle Awareness
Training Article
May is motorcycle Safety Awareness Month. Motorcyclists know how much skill is required to riding. You have to be aware of your bike, the road,
the traffic around you, and most importantly yourself. Even the safest most experienced riders can
make mistakes. Whether you have decades of
experience or are a newbie, it pays to realistically
size up an activity called riding a motorcycle.
There are approximately 2,500 skills required to
ride a motorcycle. If you have not been riding for
a while, it is important to ease into it. Reacquaint
yourself with your bike the road, traffic and how
they all work together. You need to be aware of a
360 degree area and continually size up other
vehicles, other risks, stay focused, be smart—
and then you can learn to relax some too, and
have fun on the bike without becoming a statistic.
To the average driver, you on your motorcycle or
scooter may be “invisible” Forty to 75 percent of
all motorcycle crashes involve a motorist turning
left in front of the rider. They may tell police after
ward “I never saw him.” This is where preparing
smart can really help you out. Know your road,
know your bike, and know your route so you don’t
put yourself in a situation where you have to
make quick sudden maneuvers that make you
more at risk for a driver not to see you. Make eye
contact with drivers whenever possible. Where
clothing that is visible. Wear helmets, try and
chose a light color one that is more visible. But,
remember a dark helmet is better than no helmet.
Remember the best way to have fun is to be proactive. Ride often wear gear that helps you be
seen, know your bike and your route and realize
that the thirty seconds that you lose by waiting for
10

=====================================
DATES TO REMEMBER
1ST—April Fools Day
1st—International Tatting Day
3rd—Good Friday
5th—Easter Sunday
15th—Income Taxes are Due
20th—Patriot’s Day
22nd—Earth Day
22nd—Administrative Professionals Day
23rd—Take Your Daughter to Work Day
24th—Arbor Day
26th—Pretzel Day
=====================================

REMEMBER
Bluebonnet Rally
April 11, 2015
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From The Ride Coordinator
PGR Meet and Greet
There were 6 Chapter O members that met up with
the Patriot Guard Riders in Oak Hill on Saturday
March 14th. We were guided into parking spots in
line as we rode up to the meeting area. There were
about 75 bikes, trikes and a few cars all together.
After the pre-ride meeting we were gathered into 4
smaller groups depending on which line we were
parked in and met with our respective ride captain
for each group. We discussed the details of the
ride and then left in the smaller groups with 5 minute intervals.
We rode about 56 miles through Wimberley and a
few other small towns to New Braunfels along the
back roads. We met up at the Freiheits General
Store in New Braunfels which was voted best hamburger in Comal County. Freiheit is a German word
meaning freedom. The general store originally was
a school house for early settlers. After its days as a
school house it was bought and became the general store & sportsman’s club with the bowling alley
across the parking lot. We met up in the wedding
hall behind the restaurant since we had such a
large crowd and the restaurant was full. They had
burgers already cooked & hot along with the fixens , iced tea & hot fries coming out regularly. We
made our own plates and sat around the wedding
hall or in the beirgarten at picnic tables and ate. It
was a beautiful day to be outside.
We visited some and then there were some certificates and awards presented. Afterwards everyone
headed on their way. It was such a great day for
riding so Randy & I wandered around through
some back roads trying to avoid I-35. Somehow we
came across Hwy 130 near Lockhart and decided
to head home from there. It was a good time &
great riding with friends.
Ride safe & ride often,
Ken Burnett
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Kickstands Up!
Upcoming Events

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list,
visit the Chapter O web site at www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html

Date

Chapter

Event

Location

Contact/Email/
Web

Phone

Apr
16-18

Region H Rally

Marshall, TX

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Apr 21

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Duval

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Apr 30—
May 3

District Rally
Temple of the
Goldwing's

Temple, TX

Tom Sprague

858-755-6071

May
21-23

Arkansas District
convention

Harrison, Arkansas

John & Mildred
Glasscock

870-623-4578

May 19

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Duval

John Osborn

512-528-8105

May 25

Heroes Night Out

Central Texas
Power Sports

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Jun 11

Bug Run

Jun
18-20

Reno Rendezvous

Reno, NV

Sep 3-6

Wing Ding

Huntsville, AL

Sep
17-19

Kansas District
Convention

Wichita, Kansas

Oct
15-17

Oklahoma District
Convention

Hulbert, OK
Sequoyah Lodge

512-312-1060
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Jack or Doris
Schoeck

620-341-0426
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Classified Ads
NONE

GOLDWINGERS Recipes

Be Part of a New Chapter O Cookbook
We are asking to have recipes to be
submitted to publish in the newsletter.
When we get enough recipes we will put
them in a Chapter O Cookbook.
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013

John & Wanda Osborn
303 Jeffery Drive
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
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