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Texas Chapter O was chartered in April 1987. While the Chapter uses the name of Austin, Texas, as a location identifier,
Chapter O's participants come from many cities, towns and communities in Central Texas. Come join us at one of our
gatherings or rides! Our Gathering time/location and local, District, Region and Headquarters GWRRA contact information
is on page 2. Come join us for a ride - see our Ride Schedule on page 10. Or just visit our Web www.goldwingaustin.org
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Chapter Meetings
The 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 pm
IHOP Hwy 183 and Duval

From the Chapter Director
John & Wanda Osborn
.
Yep, eleven months are behind us, and one to go, before
2014 is in the history books. So what is your frame of
mind? Are you “windin’ down” because the year is almost
over, and about all that’s left is our Chapter Christmas
Party, or the ride in your hometown local Christmas Parade? On the other hand, are you anxiously planning to make 2015 a more exciting year,
and just itching to get started? We encourage all of you to “PLAN” for success. Plan to
make 2015 a year of increased FUN and doing what we all enjoy, the common bond that we
all share that joy of riding motorcycles. Thinking “out of the box”, as we plan our Chapter’s
activities can create a more enjoyable experience for our Chapter. Some activities we repeat annually and our participants have come to expect these activities, but why not spice up the year, by adding some new activities we
have never done before. A great place to start is as simple as asking our
members what they would like to do throughout the New Year.
We can set two or three realistic goals for the Chapter to accomplish during
the coming year. This will normally create greater support of planned activities, and be responsive to the activity desires. Doing the same thing over
continued on page 3
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Director
Merchandise Coordinator
John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105

Director
Mike & Robin Thacker, 281-686-8892

Assistant Director
Lyle & Sheri Altes, 512-897-0860

Assistant Director
Tom & Dawn Sprague, 858-755-6071

Educator
Dave Strebbing 512-832-8294

Educators
Ricky & Karen Frazier, 281-615-4386
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Trainer
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Seamstress
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International Team
Director GWRRA
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2014-2015 COY
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Member Enhancement,
Couple of the Coordinator,
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Steve & Billie Fleming 832-630-2038
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Want to experience “Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge” first hand?
If the answer is “yes”, you are welcome to visit us at
our Chapter gatherings.
Chapter O’s participants gather the third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 pm. The location is at the IHOP
Restaurant, 11654 Research Blvd (Hwy 183) at Duval
Road in Austin, TX. In case you get lost, the phone
number is 512-345-7124.
Please see page 8 for our Ride Calendar of Events.
For more information, we encourage you to contact
any of our team members or visit our websites (links to
all are provided on this page).
Want to know about what is going on in GWRRA?
Check out the new "Insight " Newsletter.
Wondering why you should join GWRRA? Check out
the benefits you will enjoy!
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(continued from pate 1)

Lyle & Sheri
Altes
Asst. Chapter
Directors

and over, year after year, lends to that old excuse of
“been there, done that, too many times”. Some activities, as previously mentioned, are expected annually, but the same old plan year after year will tend to
bore some of our folks, and once the newness wears
off, they begin drifting away. Remember an old cliché, “Variety is the Spice of Life”. If it ain’t fun, don’t
do it”. 351456-01 We will gravitate to a fun filled
atmosphere and eagerly anticipate participating with
the group; however, we will drift away if we are no
longer enjoying ourselves. Plan for success, be excited, gather ideas about what we want to do; build
our program around the activities that you embrace,
and just “get fired up”.

Well it is hard to believe but we are into another
year. This past year I think was a lot of fun and
eventful we had a lot of participation in rallies rides
and other events we all made a lot of new friends
got a lot closer to the ones we already knew and
had a lot of fun.
Now as we head into the New Year we get ready to
do it again, but now I would like to challenge all of
you to help us do it this year bigger , better, and
have more fun!!

========================================

We can only do this with the help of the entire
Chapter. We need your help, participation, your
opinions and ideas. We the staff are here for you,
and we will try our best to make things fun and safe
for all of you. But there is just a few of us as we try
to come up with new rides, events and other fun
things for the chapter to do. We need you our members help give us ideas, opinions, things you would
like to do or see. We will listen to any and all suggestions seriously and will try to implement any and
all we can, that will help us to continue to have fun
and friendship and to help Your Chapter to continue
to grow, thrive, and take more of those great rides
we all enjoy.

WingNut Award
John Osborn

NO WINGNUT FOR
DECEMBER
In our last meeting in November I won the Wing Nut
award and thought that was the last one for the year.
But at our Christmas Party was surprised when I
was awarded the final Wing Nut Award for the year.
It was an extra large wing nut mounted on a wooden
plaque and all in attendance signed the plaque. I
have to admit that I have won and or was nominated
numerous times for the Wing Nut award, I am deserving of this final award for the year. I think we
have started a new tradition, an annual Wing Nut
Award to be awarded at our Christmas Party.

Now on to the New Year as you al know our
Bluebonnet Rally is just around the corner we only
have 3 meetings and it is upon us. Sounds like a lot
of time but it's not with so much to organize and get
done your help and ideas are needed. Also remember we need to get our Silent Auction Items in to
Dave Strebbing so he has time to list and organize
them, let’s help make this another great Rally for
Chapter O we believe the biggest and best in the
state.
Lets all have a great year and I know Sheri and I
look forward to seeing and riding with all of you in
the coming months. Remember to Ride Safe have
Fun, All of you our Friends and Family.
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Randy & Kathy Reese
Couple of the Year

Blue Santa & Lonestar BMW
Open House Ride
We had 5 bikes & 2 trikes with 10 riders
meet at the McDonald’s in Round Rock on Saturday,
December 13th. We rode the back roads to Central
Texas Powersports to drop off donations for the Blue
Santa program in Georgetown. We did some visiting
& shopping while @ CTPS. They had a great turn
out and lots of donations. Steve Littlefield of CTPS
pledged to donate $10 to Blue Santa for every rider
on the donation ride. Many of us had busy schedules
and decided not to go on the donation ride. Tom
rode on the donation ride to downtown, while the rest
of the group headed on to Lone Star BMW for the
open house. We took the direct route on I-35 to the
open house with a stop at Wally World to pick up
some canned food for donations. We thought that we
had lost John and his daughter at the Wally World
stop, but they circled around and found us. I guess it
was a John short-cut! We made it to the open house
just in time for the barbeque lunch. The lunch was
served out of a food truck & was really good. Being
Goldwingers we were disappointed to find that they
did not have any desserts this year. We did some
shopping and decided to head out, all going our separate ways home or wherever.

HOW DID WE DO?
Randy and I have truly enjoyed serving as your
Chapter Couple of the Year this past year and as I
started to write our last COY article for the newsletter, I took some time to think about our year and
whether or not we fulfilled our commitment as your
COY. When we were inducted last year, we were
given our COY medals, we networked a bit with other new COYs and then were sent on our way to have
FUN and serve as ambassadors for our chapter.
The COY program (according to the handbook) has
two main purposes:
1. To honor a couple for their dedication, accomplishments and participation within the chapter.
We both love and are very dedicated to Chapter O.
We have served in various leadership roles: chapter
educators, chapter assistant directors, chapter directors. We have attended leadership training classes.
We both ride and we both are Master Tour Riders.
We have even led rides, set up training sessions and
hosted events at our home. We are as diligent as we
can be about attending chapter meetings, chapter
rides, and other chapter functions.
2. The COY program establishes a process for identifying outstanding couples who can serve their Districts, Regions, and ultimately the International
GWRRA organization as ambassadors and spokespersons.

Ken Burnett
Ride coordinator

I think this refers mostly to the COY Competitions at
the District and Regional levels of GWRRA. As you
know, we both work. I know, I know - Randy is retired. But he continues to accept long-term substitute
positions which keep him very busy and I travel a lot
with my job and am constantly out of town. When
Randy isn’t working, he is traveling with me because
as you all know, we like to spend a lot of time together.
There is often the question as to whether being selected as the COY is an honor or a responsibility. I
have to say that when we were notified that we had
been selected as Chapter COY, we both
(continued on page 8)
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OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Dawn Sprague

OH YEAH CHAPTER O
Happy New Year!!! It was Great seeing everyone at our Chapter's Annual Christmas Party on Dec. 6th. I do believe everyone had FUN
"Stealing" Christmas Presents.
Congratulations to Ken & Terri Burnett on becoming
our 2015 Chapter Couple of the Year!! :-)

January Anniversaries

Thank You to All of those that participated in the Toy
Drive on Dec. 13th, the 'Open House" at the Lone
Star BMW on the 13th and the Blue Santa Delivery
Project on the 20th!!

Jim & Johnnie Faye Tidwell—Jan 13th
Bert & Myra Kretzschmar—Jan 15th
Harry & Polly Bowers—Jan 27th

Looking forward to seeing everyone at our next
Chapter Gathering which will be on Jan. 20th.
Ride Safe, Ride Often & Have Fun
Dawn Sprague
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
==================================

Top 10 New Year's Resolutions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Spend more time with the family.
Take more exercise - Get fit.
Lose (loose!) weight.
Give up smoking (again).
Get out of debt.
Learn a new skill, take up a new hobby.
Put something into the community -help others.
Get organized. Else buy shares in diary, or
companies selling electronic planners!
9. Become more security conscious.
10. Give up drinking, at least for the first week
of January.

January Birthdays
Mark Heene—Jan 3rd
Rus Eaton—Jan 4th
Cathi Carter—Jan 6th
Myra Kretzschmar—Jan 15th
Tim Laue—Jan 9th
David Strebbing –Jan 13th
John Conniff—Jan 16th
John Osborn—Jan 26th
Charlie Diggs—Jan 26th

TEXAS ASSISTANT DD / EDITOR / WEBMASTER
Tom & Dawn Sprague
Have a Happy and Prosperous New Year
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GWRRA
Deputy Director
Central US
Bill & Dea Ann Gray

Texas District Director
Mike & Robin Thacker
Director’s Corner
We want to thank David
and Christina Vidrine for
their years of service and dedication to the members of GWRRA.

GWRRA IS NOT FUN
ANYMORE!

Howdy to all GWRRA members. We have just
been selected as your Texas District Directors.
We will start off be telling you about ourselves.

WHAT??
Did I just say that? No, of course not, but I heard it
from a Member recently. My first question was
WHY? (I was really thinking: "Do you not enjoy riding anymore? Have you met your quota of
friends?") My next question: "WHY DID YOU JOIN
GWRRA?" This caught them off guard and their
answer was "friends asked us to join!" They added
that this began a journey of some of the most
memorable times in their lives. Scrapbook after
scrapbook of memories! "What changed?" I asked.
"GWRRA is asking too much of its Members and
taking the fun out." I explained "GWRRA is asking
the same thing today as it did when you joined. We
just want you to have fun with friends and ride
safe! You certainly have the option to volunteer
and get as involved as you want or just be a JAM!"
YOU are in control of your fun, not GWRRA." Before long we were all smiles and everything
seemed OK after that.

My name is Mike Thacker and my wife’s name is
Robin. We live in Splendora, TX. We both have
been involved in Law enforcement for a combination of sixty one years. Robin and I have six children and ten grandchildren with one on the way.
We have been members of GWRRA since 2004.
Robin was gracious enough to give me a GWRRA
membership for my birthday. We visited a Chapter
Gathering and was immediately hooked on the
friendliness and willingness to make us fill at
home. Chapter N2 of Humble TX. has been our
home Chapter ever since our first visit.
I have owned seven motorcycles and I currently
ride a 2012 Gold Wing. Robin has own three motorcycle and currently rides a 2008 Gold Wing. We
both enjoy this organization for all the friends we
have met and all memories we have made
throughout the years. The educational seminars
regarding Safe Riding and Leadership skills has
helped us professionally and personally.

What is GWRRA?? It is you, me and all Members
from around the world. Some with titles, most without, but first and foremost, we are all MEMBERS
of the largest single marquee motorcycle organization in the world (I love saying that!) Our Officers,
and I'm speaking of Chapter Directors, District Directors, Region Directors and so on, have the responsibility of helping to provide opportunities for
everyone to enjoy GWRRA and be a safer rider.
We all ride what everyone knows as the ultimate
luxury touring motorcycle (I love saying that too!)
Let's enjoy it every chance we get, be safe and
share your experiences with others!

We both are native Texans and raised in the Houston area. We want to see Texas grow with long
lasting friendships within GWRRA. After all, we
are known as the Friendship State. We feel that
meeting new people everywhere we go enriches
our lives. You can never have enough friends. We
would like it if everyone began visiting other Chapters and meeting new people. Your staff will go
first. We are planning on visiting with several
Chapters in Texas. Now, in return, we would like
you guys to come and visit us.
By the time you read this article, MWRU (MidWinter Round Up) may be over with. We are having several new Officer Positions filled for this upcoming year. The District Staff is here to assist
you with whatever you need.
6
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Many Chapters will have new officers. Please thank
the retiring officers for their service. Thank the new
officers for stepping to the plate and offer to assist
them as they build their new teams. Unfortunately we
had several Chapters close in Region H during 2015
– all due to no one stepping up to leadership roles.
Being an officer is not work. Contrary to what many
believe, there are not a lot of requirements that
have to be met and it is not that time consuming. The
reality is, responsibilities for just about every Chapter
position can be accomplished in under an hour each
month, in addition to the Chapter gathering. However
many are reluctant to accept the position. I heard from
some closing Chapters that they will continue to get
together as a group. Who is going to coordinate the
time and place for that, and get the word out to everyone? If someone is willing to take that on, why won't
they consider being Chapter Director? After all, isn't
that all a Chapter Director is really responsible for? I
heard that some felt they didn't need to be a GWRRA
Chapter to continue. How sad that they think that. If it
weren't for GWRRA, they wouldn't know each other
in the first place, so there would be no desire to continue to ride and socialize together. So as we ring in
the New Year, let us also raise a glass to GWRRA;
for without GWRRA, none of us would have the joy of
knowing anyone in what has become our extended
family.

Region H
Director's Corner
Jack Wagner
From the Region Director
Jack Wagner
I hope Santa was good to everyone and left
plenty of bling and safety chrome under your tree, or
at least enough coal in your stocking to keep the fireplace going thru the cold weather. Many may be
thinking its winter; GWRRA downtime; not much going on. Couldn't be more wrong. Many Chapters
or Districts have New Year's Day events to kick off
the new year. January also brings the annual District
business, Mid-Winter, or paperwork meetings. All are
great opportunities to set the stage for a year of camaraderie and fellowship. Winter is also a good time
to catch up on some needed training before the
weather breaks and we want to ride instead of being
in a classroom. Bring your first aid/cpr credentials
up to date; take the time to learn something new or
refresh your skills from the variety of seminars
offered thru Rider Education or Leadership Training.
Let newer Members know more about GWRRA thru
orientation information available thru Membership
Enhancement – after all, they may not be that familiar with our jargon or GWRRA benefits. Chapter
training days are a great way to get everyone together and keep them involved. There is no reason a
training day can't be turned into a fun-filled event.

Best wishes for a happy, and safe, new year! Take
advantage when a nice day presents itself and ride
like your life depends on it!
Jack

Need something to do weekend afternoons now that
football season is over? Use the time to plan out
some of your travels. Hopefully they will include
attending the Region Convention in Marshall. It is
shaping up to be a fun filled, don't miss event. Mail-in
registration forms are in the newsletter or available
from the Region website, www.gwrra-h.org. Want to
use your credit card or PayPal account? Online
registration is now open. If you're wanting to attend
Medic First Aid or rider courses, register early as
spaces for those are limited. Once again, there
106092 will be the opportunity to win registration for
all six 2016 rallies in Region H. Just attend each of
the District rallies in Region H plus the Region H rally
in 2015 for the chance to win.
January also brings leadership changes in some areas. Oklahoma and Texas will both have new District
Directors.
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We have a great Texas Staff for you and are
looking forward to serving you.

considered it a huge honor and were excited to serve
in this new role for Chapter O. You are told that you
can do as much or as little as you like in the position
so the responsibility portion really comes into play as
you decide whether or not to participate in the District
COY selection process. If chosen at the District level,
there is an expectation that you will continue to participate in the Regional level (and if chosen there), in the
International level of the COY program. It can be quite
a commitment.

Now for the first order of FUN:
Ray Garris, GWRRA Director, wants every
Chapter to video tape their most fun Chapter
gathering and send it to Bob Greer, the Director
of Membership Enhancement:
RULES:
-You must have FUN
-Video should be inclusive of the entire
regular monthly gathering
-The Quality of the video will not be a factor
-Must be turned in by March 20th 2015
-First place Chapter will get 100.00 gift
Certificate to Dairy Queen
-Second and Third place will get a 50.00
gift Certificate to Dairy Queen

So, because we are not good at saying NO and because we like new challenges, and because like doing
things together - we have decided to represent the
chapter in the District COY selection process and
hope that if you attend the District Rally that you will
come and support us in this endeavor. GWRRA’s advice is to HAVE FUN” and “BE YOURSELF”. I think
we do both of those things pretty easily.

Send the Video Electronically at MEPDIR@
ATT.NET or 30223 Hard copy DVD/
Flash Drive to:
Bob Greer, 223 Begonia Court, Griffin, GA
If you have any questions call Bob Greer at
770-473-1316 or 770-680-0158.

=========================================
(continued from page 6)
We will be keeping you informed about the upcoming
Rally in Temple TX. Steve and Donna VanGlider, your
District Membership Enhancement Officers, have
been busy coming up with some great fun games and
events for you. Your Chapter Director received a
packet at MWRU regarding more details of the games
and guidelines.

As you have heard, this year’s Rally is in Temple
TX. April 30th thru May 2nd, 2015. Make your
reservations at The Host Hotel - La Quinta Inn1604 West Barton Ave. (254-771-2980) or the
over flow hotel at The Hilton Garden Inn at 1749
Scott Blvd. (254-773-0200) (ask for the Goldwing
Group)

Kenny Shults has been working hard getting vendors
for this upcoming Rally. His wife Diane Shults, your
Treasurer, will answer any questions that you might
have regarding the financial paper work.

We plan on having “On” and “Off” bike games,
Bike Show and Light Show. We are going to
have a Social Gathering Friday evening with
music and announcement of the District Couple
of the Year and the Chapter of the year winners.
We hope your Chapter will have some great
ideas for decorating your Chapter Pyramid for
the Pyramid Races on Thursday evening. The
winner will receive a Trophy.

You also have Lynn and Cindy Harris, the District
Rider Educators. They are dedicated on keeping you
up to date on all the Safety and Riding Courses. Cliff
and Gillian Allen are stepping into the position of your
Leadership Enhancement Officers and are currently
the Texas District Couple of the Year. They will be
participating in the Region Selection process for the
Region Couple of the Year in April 2015.

We will be seeing you soon, until then. Ride
Safe.

Tom and Dawn Sprague are the Assistant District Directors for the Northern Sections of Texas. They are
also are the Newsletter Editors and Webmasters.
They are the ones that get all the information out to
you regarding upcoming events. Keep your eye on the
Website for Rally information and the upcoming
events tab on the webpage.

Mike & Robin Thacker
District Directors
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Kickstands Up!
Upcoming Events

Additional rides will be announced via the web site and Google Groups.
For an up-to- date monthly list,
visit the Chapter O web site at www.goldwingaustin.org/page4.html

Date

Chapter

Event

Location

Contact/Email/
Web

Phone

Jan 1

Polar Bear Ride

Reese’s Big Deck

John Osborn

512*528-8105

Jan 10

Mid Winter
Round—Up

Temple, TX

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Jan 19

Martin Luther
King Day

Holiday

NA

NA

Jan 20

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Duval

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Feb 17

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Duval

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Mar 17

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Duval

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Mar
26-28

Louisiana District
Rally

Lafayette, Louisiana

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Apr
10-11

Bluebonnet Rally &
Camp Out

Fredericksburg, TX

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Apri
16-18

Region H Rally

Marshall, TX

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Apr 21

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Duval

John Osborn

512-528-8105

Apr 30May 2

District Convention

Temple, TX

John Osborn

512-528-8105

May 19

Chapter O Meeting

IHOP Duval

John Osborn

512-528-8105
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Classified Ads
No Ads This Month

ATTENTION GOLDWINGERS!

While enjoying fellowship at Randy and Kathy
Reese’s house for the Polar Ride Destination.
Although we all came in four wheel cages, we
have a great time testing the chili. We had a
great contest, and after enjoying all the chili, we
discussed putting recipes in the monthly newsletter. So staring next month we will feature a
favorite recipe from our member. At a later time
we discussed possibly combining all the recipes
submitted and creating a Chapter O Cookbook.
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Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Texas Chapter O

GWRRA Motto..
Friends for Fun, Safety, Knowledge
Ride Safe in 2013

John & Wanda Osborn
303 Jeffery Drive
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
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