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Reesesô Ramblings 
 

Hey O! 
 

Hasnôt it been a great summer so far?  It waited until August to 

hit 1000, and thatôs not bad.  Iôve heard from several of our mem-

bers who have been vacationing, and it sounds like they were 

having a ball.  Kathy and I have also been very busy with her 

work schedule, traveling almost every week the past two months.  

We have been able to get in a little riding, but not enough! 

 

The next few months offer many activities and opportunities to 

do what all of us joined Chapter O to do, and thatôs ride!  Check 

the calendar in this newsletter for upcoming events.  Several 

chapters are having their rallies the next few months, and I en-

courage you to try to participate whenever possible.  It gives us 

an opportunity to meet new friends and see how they are having 

fun. 

 

Also, note that Chapter O has at least one riding opportunity 

every month in addition to our gathering.  The August ride will   

take us to Killeen to visit the Planetarium.  October includes a 

progressive dinner ride.  We have Chapter M visiting us in No-

vember.  Plenty to keep us busy and riding! 

 

Keep Gene and Gayle Thomas in your thoughts as he continues 

to recover from his recent surgery.  I visited with him this week 

and he is in good spirits.  Weôll be glad to have them back soon. 

 

We had a good group ride to Wing Ding this year.  Look for the 

story elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope to see you on the road 

this month! 

 
Ride safely and ride often!                     

 

Randy and Kathy 

Texas, Chapter òOó 

Directors 
 

Chapter Oôs September 

Gathering ... 

...will not be on Tuesday, September 21st 

at IHOP.  Instead, the gathering will be 

held on Saturday,  Sept. 25th.   We will 

meet at 10:00 am for a chapter ride and gathering.  We will meet 

at the HEB at IH35 and FM 1825 (exit 247 in Pflugerville).  

From there, we will take several back roads to Salado where we 

will meet and eat at Johnnyôs Steaks and BBQ.   They have a 

good meeting room and great food.  AND, the chapter will pick 

up the tab!  So mark your calendars and plan to join us.  NOTE:  

This change is only for the September gathering.   
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Chapter Directors 

Randy & Kathy Reese, 512-251-2017 
director@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Assistant Chapter Directors 

Tom & Dawn Sprague, 512-301-3092  
director2@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Chapter Educator 

Dexter Poullard, 512-447-8714  
educator@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Gail Carr, 512-260-0880 
treasurer@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Membership Enhancement 

JC & Millie Fazzino, 979-279-5449 
enhancement@goldwingaustin.org 

Ride Coordinator 

Richard Seay, 512-894-3139 
ridesshort@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Couple of the Year 2010 

Tricia & Robby Winfield, 512-259-7482 
coupleofyear@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Webmaster 

Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092 
webman@goldwingaustin.org  

 

Newsletter Editor 

Linda Poullard, 512-447-8714   
newsletter@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Ways and Means 

John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105 
waysmeans@goldwingaustin.org 

Merchandise Coordinators 

Enrique & Yolanda Garcia, 512-259-4011 
merchandise@goldwingaustin.org  

 

Scrapbook Coordinator 

Tami Uptain, 512-833-6903 
scrapbook@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Chapter Photographer 

Tricia Winfield, 512-259-7482 
photo@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Camping Coordinator 

Billy Laue, 512-773-2602 
camping@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Chapter Seamstress 

Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559 
seamstress@goldwingaustin.org 

 

 

District Director  

Fred & Mandy Mew 

817-707-3568 
TexasDD@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Assistant District Director 

Mark & Lynn Heene 
512-288-4152 

TexasADD@gwrra-tx.org 

 

District Educator  

Chet Roby & Maria Collins 

254-718-3977 
TxED@gwrra-tx.org 

 
 

 

Chapter O Team Directory  TX District Officers  

Want to experience ñFriends for Fun, Safety and Knowl-

edgeò first hand?  If so, you are welcome to visit us at our 

Chapter gatherings.  Please see page 9 for our gathering 

location, dates and time, in addition to our Calendar of 

Events.  You are also welcome to contact any of our staff 

members listed below or visit any of the following websites:.    

 

Chapter O: www.goldwingaustin.org/                                                        

Texas District:  www.gwrra-tx.org/  

South Central Region: http://www.region-h.org/                                                                                        

GWRRA: http://www.gwrra.org/  

Membership Enhancement  
J C & Millie Fazzino 

 

On Tuesday, July 20th, Chapter O 

met at IHOP for the monthly gath-

ering.  Thirty seven members and 

two guests were present.   

 

Maria Collins &  Chet Roby, TX 

District Educators, were in atten-

dance to present Level IV certifi-

cates and patches to Doug Konz 

and Charlie &  Julie Diggs. Charlie Diggs also received his 

30,000 Safe Miles pin.  Though not present, Tom Sprague re-

ceived his Parking Lot Practice Certification.  We might add that 

Tom & Dawn were not present for this meeting as they were tour-

ing the northern part of the U.S.A.  We did miss them and look 

forward to seeing them at the August gathering. 

 

Dexter conducted an impromptu quiz game and for those who 

were the first to answer correctly (Richard Seay, Ken Burnett 

and Lynn Heene) they received a 3-pack of Light Sticks.  Dexter 

also presented Richard Seay with a new first-aid kit for having 

ridden the highest number of safe miles for the past quarter. 

 

Door Prizes Winners: 

Jerry Carr and Dave Getz 

 

50/50 Drawing Winners: 

John Coniff won $36.00 

Jim Tidwell won $24.00 

 

Tom Sprague (in absentia) won the coveted ñWing-

Nut Awardò for July.  Keep in mind that we will be 

selecting a new recipient at each chapter gathering.   

 

With a full agenda, Randy had quite a bit to talk about. There are a  

lot of things going on this summer so watch the ride schedule for 

those events.   

Everyone, have a great summer! And, if you ride ï ride safe.  
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Educatorôs Desktop 
Dexter Poullard 

 

Have You Ever Dropped Your 

Bike?  
 

No?  Well, just keep on living, itôs go-

ing to happen eventually.  Hopefully 

when it does happen, you wonôt be 

alone and itôs more of a ñlaid downò 

and not a drop.  If you are alone, will 

you be able to pick up the bike by yourself?  Iôm sure all of 

you have seen the various videos on the proper technique for 

righting our 800 pound gorillas but, if you havenôt ever 

dropped your bike, have you at least practiced picking it up -  

just in case?   

 

Dropping your bike can be a traumatic 

(and sometimes embarrassing) experi-

ence.  Your adrenaline kicks in and your 

first instinct is to grab both grips and 

ñmuscleò it up.  The first thing you 

should do is turn off the bike, using the  

cut-off or ignition switch, and turn off the 

gas if necessary.  Step back from the bike 

and take the time to calm down and assess the entire situa-

tion.  Are you injured? Do you have a pre-existing health 

problem that prohibits you from attempting to lift the bike? 

What condition is the bike in (is it spilling fluids/gasoline)? 

What is the oncoming traffic situation? Do you have a solid 

surface to lift from (is there gravel, wet pavement, are you 

right next to a ditch)?   

 

The answers to all of these questions will help you determine 

if you should lift your bike or call a friend or someone else 

for assistance. If you decide to lift your bike, please remem-

ber (and practice) the following steps. 

 

If the motorcycle is lying on its right side: 

 

Put the side stand down and put the bike in first gear.  

 

Get around on the top side of the bike, crouch down facing 

away from it, and place your back and hips right up against 

the saddle. 

 

1. With your left  hand, grab the right hand grip and pull it 

as close to the tank as possible. 

2. With your right hand, find something sturdy to grab hold             

of (something under the seat).  Itôs best if you keep this 

hand close to your body. You should now have a solid 

grip on the bike with both hands. 

3. Keeping your back straight and your head up, plant your 

feet firmly and slowly start taking small backwards steps, 

all the while pushing back and up against the seat. Let 

your legs do all of the work to avoid back injuries. 

4. Ease the bike onto the side stand. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE ALERT!  

School Starts the 

Week of August 23rd. 

If the motorcycle is lying on its left side: 

 

The process is the same if the bike is on its left except you wonôt 

be able to put the bike in gear or put the side stand  down before 

you begin.  And, of course, your hands are reversed - your right 

will be on the grip and your left hand will be grabbing something 

under the seat. 

 

Once the bike is up, put the side stand down and lower the bike. 

If you can't get the side stand down carefully turn, grab both 

grips, and then put the bike on the side stand. 

 

If you havenôt viewed one lately, check out the numerous videos 

available on the internet that  demonstrate this technique.  And, if 

you havenôt had to use the technique in awhile, think about prac-

ticing it once or twice so itôs the first thing you think of  - just in 

case. 

 

Remember, Education Weekend is October 

16th & 17th, right down the road in Killeen.  

Our Texas District Educators, Chet and Maria, 

will post the schedule of classes as soon as it is 

finalized on the Texas District website.  Unfor-

tunately, due to a prior commitment, Linda and 

I will not be able to attend this year, but I do hope that  as many 

of you as possible are able to attend and have fun as you ñsharpen 

your skillsò.  

Doug Konz Charlie & Julie Diggs 

Texas District Educators, Chet Roby & Maria Collins, 

presented Level IV patches at the July gathering. 

http://www.gwrra-tx.org/
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2007 - Chapter R - COY 2008 - TX District - COY 

2009 - Region H  - COY 2010 International COY 

Chapter O extends its heartfelt 

congratulations to Fred & 

Mandy.  The Mews were chosen 

as the 2010 International Couple 

of the Year (COY) at Wing Ding 

32!  


