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Reesesô Ramblings 
 

Hey O! 
 

Well, itôs June!  If the weather from the past month is any indica-

tion, we may have a hot and dry summer again.  This shouldnôt 

prevent us from doing any less riding, but we need to remember 

to prepare for the weather.  My ear has finally healed and I rode 

twice last week; sure feels good to be back in the saddle again. 

 

Tom, Dawn, Kathy, and I will be attending the Officer Certifica-

tion Training Program in Killeen on June 5-6.  GWRRA has real-

ized the need for standardized training and procedures for this 

large organization, and has stepped up to get all officers certified 

with the most up to date information.  I look  forward to returning 

and sharing what we learn with our team and the Chapter. 

 

The Texas District Convention was quite a success.  Look for an 

article on page 6 in this newsletter that summarizes our awards 

and activities.  Next yearôs Convention (May 12-14) will also be 

held in Killeen.  We plan to really encourage every Chapter O 

participant to attend next year and may have some incentives to 

help us be the largest chapter there. 

 

Our member appreciation ride in May was also a good success.  

We enjoyed a ride to the Highlander Inn in Burnet, and  even 

though it was a busy weekend  for many of our Goldwing Fam-

ily, about 35 persons were in attendance, and we hope to have 

another meal ride in the not-too-distant future! 

 

Wing Ding 32 will be history by the time the July newsletter goes 

out.  From the show of hands, it appears we have a dozen or bet-

ter going to Des Moines.  I just heard today that Des Moines is 

#7 in the top places for living the next 10 years (Austin was #1!).  

Watch Rideschedule for ride plan posting if you want to go to-

gether.  Seems like a few members are coming back to Wing 

Ding after other rides, so we may be coming  from all directions 

to ñMeet in the Middleò! 

 

Chapter O was represented at the Pflugerville City Council a few 

weeks ago and received a proclamation (see page 3) from Mayor 

Coleman regarding Motorcycle Safety and Awareness month.  

There were three other groups at the presentation, but decked out 

in our fluorescent greens, yellows, and oranges, we were by far 

the most ñvisibleò.  As I ride about, I see more and more ñShare 

the Roadò signs.  Since safety is the prime directive for GWRRA, 

I am pleased to see Texas helping spread the word that we are out 

there. 

 
Ride safely and ride often! 

 

  

 

 

Randy and Kathy, 

Texas, Chapter òOó 

Directors 
 

 



2 

June 2010 Edition  

Membership Enhancement  
J C & Millie Fazzino 

 

Here we are friends, at the first of 

June 2010 ï where has this year 

gone?  It seems as though we went 

from spring into the dead of sum-

mer.  While the temperatures have-

nôt been in the triple digits yet, they 

are creeping upward. 

 

Our May monthly gathering was led by our Assistant Chapter 

Directors, Tom & Dawn Sprague.  Tom said he was practicing for 

the future!  I might also add that Tom did a good job conducting 

the meeting and held it to one hour. We had a good meeting with 

quite a few new membersðLyle & Claire Altes  of Austin; Tom 

& Janis Maker of Wimberly and David Vernier joining us from 

Jacksonville, Florida. Welcome to allðwe are really glad you 

chose Chapter O!   Other Chapter news is that we will have a light 

weight t-shirt decorating contest for our participants (more details 

to come at a later date).  The Membership  Appreciation Ride was 

a success and enjoyed by all.  Gene Thomas is home now and 

recovering slowly but nicely from his recent visit to the hospital. 

Hang in there Gene, we miss you.! 

Door Prize Winner: Bob Huard  

 

50/50 Drawing Winners:  Lyle Altes won $38 and 

Jack Miller  won $25. 

 

Boonmee (Tim) Laue won the coveted ñWing-Nut 

Awardò last month.  Keep in mind that we will be se-

lecting a new recipient at each chapter gathering.  

 

That is about all from this part of Chapter ñOò.  

Everyone  take care, stay cool and ride safe ï we 

will see you again on June 15th at IHOP at 183 

and Duval in Austin.  

 

Chapter Directors 

Randy & Kathy Reese, 512-251-2017 
director@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Assistant Chapter Directors 

Tom & Dawn Sprague, 512-301-3092  
director2@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Chapter Educator 

Dexter Poullard, 512-447-8714  
educator@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Gail Carr, 512-260-0880 
treasurer@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Membership Enhancement 

JC & Millie Fazzino, 979-279-5449 
enhancement@goldwingaustin.org 

Ride Coordinator 

Richard Seay, 512-894-3139 
ridesshort@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Couple of the Year 2010 

Tricia & Robby Winfield, 512-259-7482 
coupleofyear@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Webmaster 

Tom Sprague, 512-301-3092 
webman@goldwingaustin.org  

 

Newsletter Editor 

Linda Poullard, 512-447-8714   
newsletter@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Ways and Means 

John & Wanda Osborn, 512-528-8105 
waysmeans@goldwingaustin.org 

Merchandise Coordinators 

Enrique & Yolanda Garcia, 512-259-4011 
merchandise@goldwingaustin.org  

 

Scrapbook Coordinator 

Tami Uptain, 512-833-6903 
scrapbook@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Chapter Photographer 

Tricia Winfield, 512-259-7482 
photo@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Camping Coordinator 

Billy Laue, 512-773-2602 
camping@goldwingaustin.org 

 

Chapter Seamstress 

Gayle Thomas, 512-832-9559 
seamstress@goldwingaustin.org 

 

 

District Director  

Fred & Mandy Mew 

817-707-3568 
TexasDD@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Assistant District Director 

Mark & Lynn Heene 
512-288-4152 

TexasADD@gwrra-tx.org 

 

District Educator  

Chet Roby & Maria Collins 

254-718-3977 
TxED@gwrra-tx.org 

 
 

 

Chapter O Team Directory  TX District Officers  

Want to experience ñFriends for Fun, Safety and Knowl-

edgeò first hand?  If so, you are welcome to visit us at our 

Chapter gatherings.  Please see page 8 for our gathering 

location, dates and time, in addition to our Calendar of 

Events.  You are also welcome to contact any of our staff 

members listed below or visit any of the following websites:.    

 

Chapter O: www.goldwingaustin.org/                                                        

Texas District:  www.gwrra-tx.org/  

South Central Region: http://www.region-h.org/                                                                                        

GWRRA: http://www.gwrra.org/  
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Educatorôs Desktop 
Dexter Poullard 

 

Do you have these traits? 

 

§ Conducts aggressive visual 

searches that includes risk percep-

tion, hazard recognition, and haz-

ard response; 

§ Wears personal protective gear for 

conspicuity, comfort, and protec-

tion; 

§ Avoids impairments such as alcohol, drugs, fatigue, dis-

traction, weather extremes (too hot, too cold);  

§ Perceives risk ð is aware of, can assess, and can manage 

risks; 

§ Knows the rules of the road; 

§ Has proficient skill set (basic skills, hazard response); 

§ Knows the expectations of others (practices defensive 

driving); and, 

§ Understands the importance of speed limits and why they 

are set 

 

Having ridden with Chapter O participants since 2007, I have 

to say that I donôt know of anyone who doesnôt have these 

qualities.  Even though we may have these characteristics we 

should continually improve upon them through practice and 

continuing education. 

 

Practice is easy enough since riding is so much fun and can be 

done on a whim.  On the other hand, taking a class involves 

scheduling time to attend and travel to and from the class.  

 

Why not take advantage of the classes provided at the various 

District and Regional Conventions and Wing Ding?  Hey, 

youôre already there and you can walk around the vendors 

only so many times before your money runs out! 

 

During the recent Texas District Convention, many of our 

Chapter O participants took advantage of the various courses 

offered including Motorcycle Crash Scene, Co-rider, PLP 

Facilitator Certification, First Aid and TRC.   

 

ñBut Iôve already taken those classes,ò you say?  Maybe so.   

The beauty of taking the same course over with a different 

instructor is that you learn something new each time due to 

each instructorôs intermingling of their own personal (and 

varied) experiences with the class material.  

 

Planning for this yearôs Education 

Weekend (to be held in Killeen) is un-

derway.  Our Texas District Educators, 

Chet and Maria, are very interested in 

hearing what types of training Chapter O 

participants want to attend.  If you have 

any suggestions that you would like to submit for considera-

tion, please let me know and I will be sure to forward them 

on.   With your input we can help the Texas District Team 

make this one of the best Education Weekends ever!   
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Chapter O bids a fond farewell to Ken & Barbie who stepped 

down from their position as Texas District Directors.  The 

Petersons have given years of service (in a variety of positions 

at both their local Chapter and District levels) to all of the 

Texas District members - they both will be missed! 

 

 

Fred & Mandy joined Chapter R in 2002 and held numerous 

positions including Assistant Chapter Directors (2002), Chapter 

Directors (2003-04), Chapter Educator (Fred-2005-06), News-

letter Editor (Mandy-2005-06), and Chapter R Couple of the 

Year (2007). 

  

In 2008, they were lucky enough to be chosen as the Texas 

District Couple of the Year and then, in 2009, luck found them 

again when they were selected as the Region H Couple of the 

Year.  Be sure to support Fred & Mandy when they participate 

in the 2010 International Couple of the Year Selection at Wing 

Ding in Des Moines! 

 

The Mews became Texas Assistant District Directors in 2009 and 

recently stepped up as District Directors at the 2010 rally in 

Killeen. 

 

Both Fred & Mandy are Senior Master Tour Riders, being current 

Level IVs for 6 years.  Fred rides a white GL 1800 and Mandy 

rides a blue GL 1800. 

  

They believe whole-heartedly in GWRRA's motto of "Friends for 

Fun, Safety and Knowledge" and are very excited to step up and 

serve the members of Texas.  Fred & Mandyôs goals are to have 

fun and support all Texas Chapters to the best of their ability.  

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Oôs very own Mark & Lynn Heene have stepped up to 

the position of Texas District Assistant Directors!  OH YEAH! 

This appointment is sure to keep them busy given their other Dis-

trict Staff positions/duties.   

 

Mark & Lynn joined Chapter O in 2004.  After serving as ACDs 

and CDs for Chapter O from 2005 through 2008, Mark & Lynn 

became the Texas District Trainers, in addition to Mark taking on 

the Texas District Webmaster role, in 2009.  Lynn earned her 

Senior Instructor status in 2009 and Master Instructor status this 

year.  Mark is a Certified Instructor in the Leadership Training 

Program.  In January 2010 in Phoenix at the Leadership Summit 

they both became Officer Trainers and in that capacity conduct 

the Officer Certification Program for GWRRA 

 

Both Mark & Lynn are both Master Tour Riders, and have been 

at Level IV since October 2008. 

 

Mark rides a Yellow GL1800, Lynn rides a White GL 1800 

trike.   

Ken & Barbie Peterson, Former  

Texas District Directors 

Fred & Mandy Mew, New 

Texas District Directors 

Mark & Lynn Heene, New 

Texas District Assistant Directors 
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We are continuing the tradition of including a participantôs 

GWRRA number hidden somewhere in this newsletter.  If it is 

yours, itôs good for $10 toward your meal at the next meeting.  

Remember that you have one month to claim your prize! 

Volunteers for Wing Ding Needed 
 

Are you going to Wing Ding this year?  Do you 

have a few hours to help at the Goodie Booth?  

Region H has the responsibility of the Goodie 

Booth again this year and is looking for volun-

teers.  Region H is again going to draw ten vol-

unteerôs names for a free registration to the 2011 

region rally from all who volunteer at the Goodie Booth. 

 

For those of you  who do not know, each District in Region H 

takes a turn to work the Goodie Booth.  The work is selling but 

the fact is itôs fun work!  You get to see a lot of friends because 

everyone comes to the Goodie Booth at least once. 

 

June 30thðLA District                  July 1stðOK & KS Districts 

July 2ndðTX District                    July 3rdðAR District  

  

Let Randy or Kathy know if you can help and they will pass the 

information on to District.  Canôt be there the day your District 

has signed up but still want to help?  Thatôs OKðsign up for 

the day you can help and get to know more people from another 

district. 

June AnniversariesJune AnniversariesJune Anniversaries   

 
Barry & Tami Uptain ï June 1 

 

 

   

Tom Andrews ï June 3 

 

Jack Miller ï June 3 

 

Bobby Threadgill ï June 6 

 

David Klepal ï June 9 

 

Kay Marling ï June 9 

 

Diane Linkenhoker ï June 19 

 

Mary Jane Brey ï June 20 

 

Gail Carr ï June 25 

 

Dan Montgomery ï June 26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Advance planning for a June 2012 ride to the Region J Rally in 

Anchorage is underway!   The rally is scheduled for June 20-23, 

2012, departure will be around June 10th.  This long advance 

notice is being given so that riders have time to prepare.  You 

will need a passport,  as our route will take us  through Canada.  

 

This will be a long, long ride - about 4,135 miles each way - 

this doesnôt  include additional miles for sight seeing (Denali 

NP,  Mt McKinley, etc.) - with daily rides of  400-500 miles.  It 

will take at least 8-10 days each way, the entire trip will take 3-

4 weeks.  (Our return will probably be too late to attend Wing 

Ding 2012,  so keep that in mind.)  Preliminary plans are to ride 

the Alcan Highway,  with a 128851 combination of camping 

and roughing it in motels.  If there is enough interest,  we can 

have a second group of riders take a more westerly route and 

use the ferry from Washington. 

 

More information will be shared as plans develop. If you are 

interested,  e-mail Billy Laue at   blaue@austin.rr.com,  or call 

him at  512-773-2602.   


